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Cover photo: Welsh memorial on  
Pilckem Ridge by Rhydian Vaughan

By the time you read this St David’s Day will probably have passed but I still 
wanted to put the photo of the Welsh dragon on the front cover in honour of 
all the Welsh people in our villages.  The photo was taken during a trip to the 
Ypres a couple of years ago. A tour group led by Rhydian Vaughan visited one 
of the Welsh memorials there and was moved to sing ‘Jesu lover of my soul’. 
Just at that moment a film crew from BBC Wales came around the corner. They 
were making a film starring Gareth Thomas, latterly captain of Wales rugby. 
They had heard the singing and asked the group to do it again for the cameras.  
Quite a coincidence that a tour group led by a Welshman just happened to be 
visiting a Welsh memorial just as a Welsh camera crew were filming.

Life is full of coincidences. A while ago I mentioned in my editorial that I used 
to go blackberry picking on land near Belvoir Castle. Not long afterwards one of 
the readers (yes, believe it or not someone does read my editorials!) said that he 
used to visit his cousins who farmed some of that land, and that his aunt lives 
in Harlaxton, a village I used to drive through regularly when I was coming 
home from university. At the risk of getting that Walt Disney tune in your head 
for the rest of the day, it really is a “Small, Small World”. 

There are lots of local things to read about in the magazine this month.  We 
have news from our Councillor, Venetia Rowland, plus the results of the 
Neighbourhood Plan referendum. If you fancy getting away from politics and 
going back to nature, see page 18 for details of a free event at the Bramley 
Frith on 4 March. Or get some inspiration from WI Lite on alternative ways to 
plant flowers. 

On page 19 there is an article about a modern string quartet, Graffiti Classics, 
who are coming to perform at the Bramley and Little London Music Festival 
on Friday 15 June.  I checked their website to make sure they had Bramley on 
their list of dates and noticed that a few months before they are performing in 
the Thomas Cranmer Centre in Aslockton.  I lived in Aslockton for 10 years and 
went to the Archbishop Cranmer Primary School – it’s a small world….

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith - Editor

When you wake up at 6 in the morning, you 
close your eyes for 5 minutes and it’s already 
6:45. When you’re at work and it’s 2:30, you 
close your eyes for 5 minutes and it’s 2:31.

Anonymous

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information they may find useful and of 
interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this information current and accurate, but errors can occur. 
The editor reserves the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not responsible 
for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions expressed in this publication and shall not 
be liable to any party as a result of information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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CHURCH SERVICES

Church diary for March 2017…

1st Ash Wednesday
7.30pm Holy Communion – St James

5th First Sunday of Lent
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House

10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

12th Second Sunday of Lent
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James

9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House

10.30 Holy Communion – St James

19th Third Sunday of Lent
8.30 Holy Communion – Little London

10.30 Together in Worship – St James

26th Mothering Sunday
10.30 Family Communion – St James

…and into April

2nd Fifth Sunday of Lent
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House

10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

9th Palm Sunday
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James

9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House

10.30 Holy Communion – St James

13th Maundy Thursday
7.00pm Fellowship Supper – Cross House:  

all welcome!  Sign up on board in  
church porch.

8.00pm Holy Communion – St James

14th Good Friday
10.00 Children’s Service – St James

2.00pm An Hour at the Foot of the Cross – St James

16th Easter Sunday
8.30 Holy Communion – Little London

10.30 Easter Family Communion – St James

Catholic services
Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

Nick Foot
Last month we published an article by Nick Foot, 
the new chair of Governors at Bramley School.  He 
was full of optimism for the future of the school and 
was looking forward to working with the school and 
meeting parents.  It is therefore extremely sad to 
have to report that Nick died suddenly on Saturday 
18 February.

Our thoughts go to his wife, Romaine, his family, 
friends and the school community.



6



7

Given how easy it is for anyone to 
disprove the assertion with a few 
minutes on Google, it’s hard to see this 
as a mistake made in good faith. It’s 
hard in fact to see it as anything other 
than an attempt to discredit the media. 
‘You can’t trust them,’ it seems to be 
saying, ‘Listen to us, we’ll tell you how 
it is.’ And when the journalists protest, 
well, they would say that, wouldn’t they.  

Sometimes we believe things to be true 
on equally flimsy grounds. ‘That person 
really doesn’t like me,’ we think. And 
we avoid their eye and pretend to be 
busy so we won’t have to speak, even 
though if we stopped for a moment 
to look fairly at the evidence, we’d 
see there could be any number of 
interpretations. Maybe that person is 
shy, or had just had some bad news, or 

ON REFLECTION

In John Lenton’s absence on 
sabbatical, Alison Jones 
has kindly stepped in to 

give us her reflections on the 
post-truth society    
‘Post-truth - Relating to or denoting 
circumstances in which objective facts 
are less influential in shaping public 
opinion than appeals to emotion and 
personal belief’ 

This, depressingly, was the Oxford 
English Dictionary’s word of the year 
for 2016.  

Last week I visited the US and saw 
it in action. The day after I arrived, 
the White House released a list of 78 
terrorist attacks that they claimed 
had been hadn’t been covered by the 
media. Except, they had. I watched 
journalists on CNN discussing the 
memo incredulously, as footage of their 
colleagues reporting from the scenes 
of very attacks they were being told 
they hadn’t covered. ‘It’s just an insult,’ 
said one apoplectic journalist, ‘When 
you’ve been there, and spoken to those 
poor families, and told the world what’s 
going on, now to have someone claim 
you weren’t there.’   

‘It’s just not true,’ said another, 
shaking her head. ‘Even in this parallel 
universe, there’s still things that are 
true and things that aren’t.’

Alison Jones

felt ill, or was just preoccupied when 
you thought they were ignoring you.  

Truth is a tricky concept. But that 
doesn’t mean it’s not a worthwhile one. 

Jesus talks about truth a lot, and 
he seems to have something else in 
mind, something more profound and 
eternal than both the endless ‘Oh-yes-
he-did-Oh-no-he-didn’t’ media wars 
that are playing out at the moment, 
and our personal, often unreliable, 
interpretations of events. ‘I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life,’ he claimed. 

That’s not a truth that can be proved 
by argument or video footage. 
Ultimately we each have to decide for 
ourselves whether we believe Jesus’s 
extraordinary claims or not. He 
claimed to be God: was he deluded, or 
is this the most extraordinary, life-
changing truth of all? Because if it IS 
true, it changes everything. 

What’s the evidence? An empty tomb, 
a missing body, a group of disciples 
transformed from scared, crushed 
fugitives into a joyful group that 
wouldn’t shut up about their risen Lord 
even when they faced death for Him, 
and lives transformed daily around the 
world through the ages and into the 
21st century. 

‘What is truth?’ said Pilate, and would 
not stay for an answer. Will you?

During his sabbatical 
John Lenton is 
writing a blog about 

his travels. This is a blog from 
the Kenyan leg of his trip - Of 
Matatus and Boda-Bodas    

The ever-resourceful Kenyans have 
developed their public transport 
systems very ingeniously to meet 
their everyday needs.  Somehow or 
other, seemingly without excessive 
regulation, people are able to travel 
almost door-to-door, to go to work, to 
visit the family at a remote location, 
for a hospital visit, to check on their 
smallholding, or whatever, for just a 
few shillings, courtesy of the matatus.

A matatu is a minibus that holds 11 
people.  They used to be notorious 
for their serious overcrowding, 
unreliable mechanics and highly 
erratic driving. Strict policing has 
resolved the overcrowding problem: 
to be caught with too many passengers 
would automatically require a hefty 

bribe to avoid being charged with an 
offence.  The mechanical problems 
have been alleviated by requiring all 
public service vehicle operators to 
belong to a SACCO – a Savings And 
Credit Cooperative, which has provided 
both opportunities for operators to 
buy newer vehicles and maintain them 
better, and the requirement to keep 
them insured and roadworthy.

Every matatu must show the name of 
its SACCO painted clearly on the side 
and back – which makes them much 
more accountable to everyone.

And then, there are the boda-
bodas.  A motorbike used to be known 
onomatopoeically in Swahili as a 
piki-piki.  Sometime in the 1980s, a 
new trade sprang up on the Kenya-
Tanzanian border, where there was 
a gap of several kilometres between 
the Kenyan guard posts and the 
Tanzanian, a kind of no-man’s-land in 
between. A fleet of little low-powered 
motorbikes sprang up, offering to 
carry 1, 2 or even 3 passengers from 
one border to the other, i.e., border-
border… boda-boda.

And what a great job they do!  Again, 
for just a few shillings, they’ll carry 1 
(or more) pillion passengers, transport 
astonishing loads and make deliveries. 
Last week on our travels, we saw one 
carrying a 3 seater sofa; another had a 
passenger who had a box with a fully-
grown sheep trussed up in it behind 
him. Very cross with myself for not 
getting the camera out in time!
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Sarah:  I moved to Bramley in 2006, 
married Alex and settled down as a 
retired housewife. I had just finished a 
cookery course at Tante Marie school 
in Woking so was well prepared for 
domesticity! 

In the Middle East I had dreamt of 
a happy, peaceful life in the country 
picking blackberries and making apple 
pies. And actually those dreams have 
come true! 

BM: What do like most about 
living in Bramley? 
Sarah: For me, the heart of the 
village is the people. I have met many 
interesting, kind people through the 
various activities we are involved with. 
I enjoy supporting the church as a 
place of worship and as a community 
centre for different events, like the 
Flower, Music and Harvest Festivals. 
I believe we, as custodians of this 
remarkable historical building, should 
preserve the legacy of generations for 
future generations. 

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

For this week’s Meet 
the Neighbours, we 
speak to Alex & Sarah 

Marianos. They each had 
challenging jobs in the Middle 
East and now enjoy ‘the quiet 
life’ in Bramley. Among other 
things, they are part of the 
team helping to organise next 
month’s St George’s Day 
Fete …

BM:  What were you doing 
before you moved to Bramley? 
Alex: I was working in a war zone in 
the south of Oman, in charge of 1800 
workmen building an airbase. A lot of 
the ‘impossible is done immediately’ 
attitude prevailed. One time, we had to 
build a pavement for the King of Jordan 
– who was due to land in two hours! 

Construction takes you to locations 
where there is very little and, when a 
project is completed, it is time to move 
on. The variety of work and locations 
make it interesting and challenging.

Sarah: The previous chapter in 
my life was very different. I often 
wonder what fascinating careers, life 
experiences and achievements other 
retired folk could relate, so the Meet 
the Neighbours article is always of 
interest to me.

I worked predominantly in the Middle 
East in schools for British expatriate 
children. I loved teaching the Early 
Years curriculum; the foundation 
skills of literacy and numeracy as well 
as music, drama and art. In 1996 I 
left Saudi to help establish a British 
primary school in Dubai. It started 
in an old Arabic villa with one of the 
upstairs classrooms in the master 
bedroom with a two-tone pink carpet!

I remember doing admission interviews 
with children in a broom cupboard 
with only a pencil and a sheet of paper, 
and we could only accommodate 18 
children.  By the time I left in 2004 
there were 1000 pupils. 

I suppose one of the highlights was the 
day Roger Federer came to our school…
but that is another story! 

BM: So what brought you here? 
Alex: In the 1970s a relative was 
running the Queen College Arms and 
mentioned that a house down the road 
was for sale. With Basingstoke and 
Reading employing many engineers, 
how could I resist?!

Sarah Marianos

I really appreciate the Clift 
Surgery facilities, Clift Meadow 
and accessibility to London and 
Basingstoke for shopping, concerts and 
access to the cinemas that screen live 
events from the Royal Opera House, 
and London theatres. Wonderful 
entertainment on our doorstep!   

Alex: Commuting to London made  
me appreciate the rural community  
of Bramley.

When Sarah joined me, life in  
Bramley took a new slant. I became 
more involved with the village 
and was treasurer of the church 
for six years – the support of the 
congregation was tremendous. 

Bramley has expanded and ideally 
I think it should not expand much 
further. Hopefully the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan will control 
development and help us achieve a 
balance so we can continue to enjoy the 
benefits of our surrounding countryside. 

The village volunteers are doing 
enormous amount of work to maintain 
the good things we are so lucky to have 
in Bramley. 

BM: You’re helping to organise 
the St George’s Day Fete next 
month. Tell us more! 
Alex: Yes, I’m doing some treasurer 
work. Mark your diaries for 29 April !!!

Sarah:  I’m standing in for Ann 
Lenton as the church representative on 
the Fete committee. The Church and 
Clift Meadow have joined forces to host 
a community event. The Tea Party for 
the young children and the dog show 
are two of the most popular events. 

BM: How can people get 
involved? 
Sarah: If you can spare time to help 
in any way, I shall be canvassing for 
volunteers at the Farmers’ Market  
in April!

BM: How would you sum up your 
lives now? 
Alex: The children chose to stay close 
to their roots and they live nearby. 
With Sarah’s good food, our music 
sorties, good neighbours and many 
friends we count our blessings!

Sarah: We now live an active, happy 
existence, blessed with a lovely family, 
good neighbours and friends. How 
lucky we are.Alex Marianos
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OUR COMMUNITY

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

01256 882200 Sherdon House, Reading Road, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZwww.simmonsandsons.com

Bramley Neighbourhood Plan
Referendum Result
The Bramley residents came 
out on a bitterly cold day to 
support the Neighbourhood 
Plan (NP). With a turnout 
of 32.53% they voted by a 
considerable margin to have 
the NP sitting alongside 
Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council’s Local Plan. Any planning application 
submitted in the parish, including those for speculative 
housebuilding, must by law now be determined against 
these plans.

The voice of Bramley Parish residents as a whole cannot 
now be ignored.

Of those that voted, 95.33% voted YES with 4.67% voting 
NO. We only needed 50% +1 to make the plan so the 
residents have spoken in force.

Well done!

Breakdown of valid votes cast

Votes recorded Percentage

Number of votes cast for ‘Yes’ 982 95.33%

Number of votes cast for ‘No’ 47 4.67%

The number of ballot papers rejected was as follows

Number of ballot papers

Want of official mark 0

Voting for more answers than 
required

0

Writing or mark by which voter 
could be identified

0

Being unmarked or void for 
uncertainty

1

Rejected in part 0

Total 1

We now move on and use the plan to ensure that progress  
is made towards the vision for Bramley in the future.

The Parish Council thank the residents of Bramley Parish 
for their support for the NP and to the members of the 
steering group whose efforts have given Bramley Parish  
a Neighbourhood Plan to be proud of. It is a step in the  
right direction.

The Bramley NP goes to full Council at the end of March. 
This is when BDBC “make” the plan and it officially 
becomes a legal document.

Malcolm Bell
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Pre-School learnt lots about Chinese New Year traditions 
and made rooster hats using red balloons to make the 
rooster’s comb.

We are currently taking bookings for this academic year.  
If you are interested in coming to visit and meeting the 
Butter Daisy team please call us on 01256 882515.  There 
is also lots of information about all of our nurseries on our 
website www.mydaisynursery.com

Kelly Wills

News from Butter Daisy Nursery
This month we have been learning 
about the people who help us in 
our community. Babies played with 
hand-held emergency vehicles, 
developing their imagination as they 
manoeuvred them around the suite. 
Toddlers used recycled materials 
to build their very own fire truck 
while Pre-School looked at special 
books about the jobs people do. Outside they pretended to be 
soldiers and took part in some army cadet training, keeping 
them fit and challenging their skills; we even had some push-
ups going on!

We have been thinking about healthy eating throughout  
the month. 

Babies did some food tasting to encourage them to try 
a variety of healthy fruits then used picture books and 
Makaton signs to learn about different foods. Toddlers 
enjoyed vegetable tasting then stuck pictures of their 
favourite fruits and vegetables onto paper plates and sorted 
them to work on their categorizing and grouping skills. Pre-
School used the computer to search for smoothie recipes 
which we will be making soon.

We celebrated the Chinese New Year as we entered the year 
of the Rooster. Babies created lanterns and rooster pictures, 
decorating them with brightly coloured paints. Toddlers 
cooked spring rolls and decorated some traditional ‘Red 
Envelopes’ which they took home with a little treat inside. 

OUR COMMUNITY
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OUR COMMUNITY
Ever thought about becoming  
a teacher?
At Bramley Church of England Primary School we are very 
committed to training the next generation of teachers. 
In recent years we have forged strong relationships with 
local colleges and universities allowing trainee teachers 
to gain vital experience by working in our school. We are 
now involved in a more recent teacher training programme 
which is called School Direct and I wanted to make you 
aware of this.

School Direct is the government’s preferred route into 
teaching as it is almost entirely school-based. Rather than 
the traditional PGCE programme where trainees spend 
the majority of their time in university and do just two 
placements in schools, School Direct trainees spend the vast 
majority of their time in the classroom.

As a school we are always looking for quality graduates who 
are interested in working with children in order to train 
to become a primary teacher. These people might be 21 
year olds currently at university or equally could be more 
mature individuals who are looking for a career change or 
who are returning to work. If you know of someone who has 
a degree and you think might be interested in finding out 
more about School Direct (it might even be you!) please ask 
them to make contact with me. 

We have chosen to work with a large group of schools 
who work in partnership with the Anton Andover Alliance 
(AAA) as they have a long and very well established record 
of training high quality primary school teachers. If you 
want to find out more about the work of the AAA I would 

recommend that you have a look at their teacher training 
website; www.teachaaa.co.uk.

For anyone who was really interested in training to teach, 
there is the possibility that you could start the Schools 
Direct placement as early as this September.

Yours Sincerely

Mr G Golding, Headteacher

Bags2School Collection 
Friday 10 March

Bramley School Association are collecting second 
hand clothing to raise money for our school. If you 
have any clothing, shoes (paired together), bags, 
household linen, curtains or towels, please drop them 
off in plastic bags (black bin bags are fine) at the 
front gates of the school between 8:15am and 9am 
on Friday 10 March. If you cannot make this date, we 
will be accepting donations at 8:30am and 3pm at the 
front of the school every day from Monday 6 March 
and storing them until the collection on Friday. 

The collection will be weighed and the money will 
be donated to the school for curriculum enrichment 
opportunities for the children. Please help us raise as 
much money as possible.
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OUR COMMUNITY

We have had a fun filled half term 
here at Pre-school.
Recently, the children have been thinking about animals 
and focusing on the book “Dear Zoo”. Through this the 
children have been learning about early maths by thinking 
about height, size and weight. This has complimented their 
learning in our maths corner where we have scales and 
weights as well as counting and matching activities. The 
book has also helped us talk about feelings and behaviour. 
The children have made masks, puppets and collages too.

At Chinese New Year, the children had fun tasting some 
Asian foods and played in a pretend Chinese restaurant. 
The lovely book “My First Chinese New Year” helped the 
important elements of this festival seem very real to them. 
They enjoyed painting some Chinese characters and also 
made greetings cards for their families. 

More recently, we have had a vet’s surgery in our role play 
corner, combined with the small world farm for imaginary 
play. We joined in with RSPB’s bird watch; counting birds, 
using binoculars and making bird feeders to help our 
feathered friends at this difficult time of year. We also used 
similar ingredients; oats, seeds and berries to make a “bird 
food” biscuit humans can eat. 

We had freezing fun exploring big blocks of ice with various 
items frozen in them. The children have been experimenting 
with different ways of melting the ice to liberate the 
treasures within. They have also enjoyed making zoos of 
their own with stickle-bricks and duplo.

In honour of Valentines Day, the children set up and played 
in their own role-play restaurant and talked about families 
and all the people they love. They made heart shaped 
sandwiches which combined maths (size and shape) with 
physical development (fine motor skills).

In line with Government policies for Early Years Education, 
we are now accepting all children from Two Years Old, 
whether they receive funding or not. If you would like to 
register a child or pop up for a visit, please contact Jo on 
886408 or manager@littleapples.org

Sarah Plested 07799 256577

e: sarah@bramleyappledesign.co.uk 

www.bramleyappledesign.co.uk

Garden Design

INSPIRATIONAL GARDENS WITH A DASH OF REALITY

Calling all mums and guardians... 
After moving to Bramley a year ago, I was 
struggling to find out local information. So I 
decided to create a group where fellow mums 
could come together and share ideas and 
support.  

Bramley Mums Network (Hampshire) 
A group specifically designed to get local mums, 
foster mums, guardians together to share local 
information, events, advice and support for one 
another.  

Also pre-loved school uniform, children’s items, 
school play/world book day costumes may be 
advertised for sale or exchange.  

In order for the group to work efficiently we need 
numbers to grow. Please request to join the group 
and add all your fellow Bramley mum friends. 
Sherfield on Loddon mums are also welcome.  

The link to the group is below, alternatively search 
‘Bramley Mums Network‘ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
BramleyMumsNetwork/ 

I look forward to seeing you all in the group.  
Have a wonderful day.  

Lou Anderson - Admin 
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Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones
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Bramley WI
This month, on a very cold February evening, we had 
our annual celebration meal at Cross House made by 
the committee!   On the menu was chicken wrapped 
in bacon or lasagne with salad and potatoes, followed 
by a selection of desserts and of course the wine was 
flowing. They also organised a quiz with some silly 
prizes. There was music playing in the background, 
and a hub of noise from the chattering members.  We 
ended the evening with coffee and tea and the usual 
raffle. 

Next month the Air Ambulance are coming to give us 
a talk and we are going to have a ‘bring and buy’ sale 
with the proceeds going to the organisation. Anyone 
who is interested, do please come along.  We are back 
in the Bramley room at the Village Hall on Thursday 9 
March at 7.45pm.

Jane Matthews

Hot off the Press - first 
edition of The Priory 
P.O.S.T!
We are always looking to provide new 
and interesting projects for the children. 
This month, Amelia and Kiera would like 
to tell you a little bit about our newest 
initiative - a school newspaper!

This term years 5 and 6 have set up a brand new school 
newspaper. Students are working as reporters, editors, 
writers and photographers. The news room has been 
buzzing with excitement all term. We discussed many 
ideas as to what we should name our school newspaper 
and our unanimous decision was The P.O.S.T (The Priory 
Official Student Times). Over the last few weeks, we have 
been working extremely hard to cover all the thrilling 
things happening in our school.  In our first issue, we have 
articles about the current building work at school, world 
news, as well as school news and events. The POST also 
has book and lunch reviews, school visits (including our 
choir trip to the 02 and recent sports fixtures), teacher 
interviews, competitions and quizzes. This is a new project 
for The Priory, as the school have never had a newspaper 
before, and we hope it will interest children, teachers and 
parents for many years to come. 

We hope that you enjoyed reading about our newspaper;  
if you would like to see the school in action, please do  
call us on 01256 850062 or visit our website at  
www.theprioryprimaryschool.org for more details.

OUR COMMUNITY
HELP!! CALLING ALL AMATEUR 
AUDIOVISUAL EXPERTS
Could you help the organisers of the Bramley and Little 
London Music Festival? 

THE PROBLEM 
On 16 June, renowned local organist Simon Dinsdale is 
coming to play the organ at St James’s church as part of the 
Bramley and Little London Music Festival. BUT the organ is 
at the back of the church and to prevent the audience getting 
stiff necks we are hoping to film Simon while he plays and 
then project the image on a screen at the front of the church

YOUR CHALLENGE (if you choose to accept it…..)
To explain to a couple of novices how to do this and to lend 
us the necessary equipment. If possible, to help ensure it all 
works during the performance.

YOUR REWARD
Free tickets to one of the concerts to the clever person who is 
able to help us.

THANK YOU



14

Free Consultations, Fixed Fees  
and a Friendly Local Team. 

A FRESH approach to your accountancy needs

We can help you now with:
 Limited Companies and Partnerships
Individual and Sole Traders
VAT Returns
Payroll & CIS
Business Start-ups and Company Formations
Management Accounts
Full Bookkeeping Service
Quickbooks & Sage Specialists

0118 988 5822

www.edmonds-accountancy.co.uk 
admin@edmonds-accountancy.co.uk
Riseley Reading RG7 1SD

Mention this advert and receive a 10% discount on your fees

Call us now  

to book your 
 FREE 

consultation

Hospital Radio Basingstoke is the free 
radio service for the patients and staff at 
Basingstoke and North Hants Hospital. 
There has been a radio station at the 
hospital in Basingstoke since 1972 and 
our aim is to provide information and 
entertainment to patients throughout their stay.

Our programme schedule covers requests and dedications 
and a range of other shows of all types, from comedy and 
plays to specialist music shows.  Our record library goes 
right back to the 1940s and spans all decades right through 
to current chart sounds.  

Listen at http://webradio.radiomonitor.com/m3u/
HRBasingstoke  

We provide programming 24 hours a day but most 
importantly our request shows are on the air in the evenings 
and during the day at weekends.  

We are always looking for new members to join the HRB 
team.  Full members will be shown how to produce and 
present a regular show, while ward vsitors spend time 
during the day or in the evening visiting patients, collecting 
requests and promoting the station.  

In addition to presenters and ward visitors we are 
particularly looking for anyone who may be interested in one 
of several Committee positions: Fundraising Officer, Public 
Relations Officer, Secretary or Station Manager.

If you would like to have a chat about volunteer 
opportunities on Hospital Radio Basingstoke (HRB) then 
please contact Roger Scott – 01256 782477 or email: 

Lifeboats
A very sincere thank you to all those 
in Bramley and the surrounding area 
who have supported our sales in aid of RNLI funds 

RNLI is totally supported by public donations there 
being no Government subsidy. The money you help us 
raise assists with the cost of maintaining lifeboat fleets 
including the D class boat based at Teddington.

Thanks to your support, the many hours spent by the 
committee and dedicated helpers sorting and moving  
the many books, plants and bric-a-brac for sale has  
been rewarding 

We look forward to seeing you at our next events at the 
Village Hall Mortimer. Admission free.

• Spring sale (books / bric-a-brac) 18th March 9am to 1pm
• Plant sale 6th May
• Book sale 23th/24th September

Local contact for donations of items for sale: 

Richard & Sibyl Wood 01256 881182

Thank you for supporting the Lifeboats

LIFESTYLE
mailbox@roger-scott.co.uk  You can also check our website 
at www.hrbasingstoke.co.uk  

Local Radio can be lots of fun so why not give me a call.

Roger Scott 
HRB Committee Member
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OUR COMMUNITY
A word from our Borough Councillor
And so it came to pass after many 
hard years and months that the 
Bramley Neighbourhood Plan passed 
the referendum with a 95.33% vote.  
Undertaking a Neighbourhood plan is 
no easy thing but this will be “made” 
at the Full Borough Council meeting 
in March and will sit alongside the 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council’s Local Plan and will provide 
polices that ANY Planning application 
in the Parish MUST adhere to.  Couple 
with the fact that Bramley has already 
got to the “at least 200 homes” criteria 
it should be in a “good” place to have a 
real say in what gets built in the future.

50 - 55
No this is not introducing a new club 
for 50-55 year olds but the leaflet that 
might have dropped through your door, 
or not in many cases, about Bewley 
Homes revisiting the granted outline 
planning permission for 50 homes at 
“Land north of  Sherfield  Road” and 
submitting a new planning application 
for 55 homes.

The Bramley Parish Council fought 
valiantly against the original proposed 
200, due to a flood plain and the traffic 

issues that this would cause and 50 
were granted but now the builder 
wants another bite at the apple as it 
were!  There will be a notification from 
BDBC however you may wish to contact 
Bewley Homes directly by email land@
bewley.co.uk to make your views know.

And for the 8-13
Just a reminder that Bramley Youth 
Club is a great activity to have in the 
village as not many communities can 
support this type of club.  They meet 
on a Thursday between 6pm – 8pm in 
Clift Meadow and have some fantastic 
activities and supported by great youth 
workers who know how to get everyone 
enjoying themselves. So check out their 
Facebook page to find out all the fun to 
be had! https://www.facebook.com/
BramleyYouthProject/

If you want to see what I am up 
to then please visit my Facebook 
page for regular updates and news 
- https://www.facebook.com/
BramleyandSherfield/ or contact 
me via email cllr.venetia.rowland@
basingstoke.gov.uk

Venetia Rowland

NATIONAL WOMEN’S 
REGISTER
The Bramley Group made the 
usual start to the New Year 
programme with a musical item, 
however this year we went to 
the Anvil instead of someone’s 
house. We enjoyed an afternoon 
of Tchaikovsky and the ballet, 
Swan Lake. Members had invited 
friends to join the party and there 
must have been about twenty in 
all. The music was lovely, as were 
the costumes which were colourful 
and beautifully designed. This 
made a good start to 2017 and 
some members finished the day  
off by going to Pizza Express for 
some refreshments. 

Bramley NWR is hoping to 
increase numbers so if you think 
you would like to join please 
call 01256 881529 for details 
of membership and events.  
Meetings are held every last 
Wednesday of the month and 
start at 7.30pm.

Phyl Davies
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Cryptic Crossword No: 6
See page 27 for the answers.

Across
1 & 7 Happy ending that every rolling wave hath mixed finishes healthily. 

(4,4,4,4,4)
7 See 1 across .
8 No charge for gas when short mother and pals are mixed. (6)
10 Nuclear particle sounds useful for sticking thing together. (5)

13 Anglo me ruling likely to lead to nervy endings. (9)
14 Go man about and be with company. (5)
15 Inserted at home before group. (5)
16 Sounds like you and the Spanish surrounded by German POW 

suffers lack of colour. (7)
17 Clumsy popular pet. (5)
19 Subject to pick on inside. (5)
21 To that I would say being formal. (9)
22 Elementary route for a bargee. (5)
25 Without method and more being without a point. (6)
26 Mixed a dry toil very skilfully. (8)
27 Facility that embodies 1 and 7. (4,3,5)

Down
1 Cancel annual article indefinitely. (5)
2 The French ship rounded into  a loop. (5)
3 Inspirational but nearly the end with what sounds like thunder's 

partner. (12)
4 Girls name round fifty is with a twitch to describe a certain Greek 

period. (11)
5 Papers of lies. (7)
6 Devoted father with soft mixed italics. (10)
9 Exchanged letters through company rightly replied. (12)
10 Contestants happy I roast confusedly. (10)
11 Unusual for others starting to create an alien sighting. (3)
12 Right point confusedly shone on birds. (5,6)
18 Point, sounds like change of direction before gangster is ever lasting. 

(7)
20 A play on words usually ends in groans. (3)
23 A damp farewell to Spanish ladies apparently. (5)
24 A did not tell the truth, was mixed up and suffered. (5)
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Ladies fancy something 
new, just for you, in 
2017? Why not join 
Bramley WI Lite? 
Looking for just one night a month 
that is all about you, and maybe a 
few friends!? Take all your hats off 
... mum, wife, friend, employee and 
do something just for you! Why not 
consider joining Bramley WI Lite? 

2017 celebrates 10 years since we were 
established and we’re still going strong. 
So why not come along and find out 
what we’re all about.

We are part of the National 
Federation of WIs but when we 
started we recognised that WI had an 
aging population and that there was a 
need for change, so we took the best 
bits of the traditional WI and gave 
them a modern twist. It’s WI but a 
lighter version. 

Since we launched we have gone from 
strength to strength, and are proud to 
have around 30 members, who meet 
once a month. 

Our schedule each year is varied. We’ve 
done tea tasting with Twinings ... 
meditation with Holly Tree Therapies 
... Laughter Yoga ... charcoal drawing 
... listened to the experiences of 
police diver ... zumba ... and oh, so 
much more! One memorable night 
was champagne tasting with Laurent 
Perrier, we’ve done a few chocolate 
tastings too and we made Bra-skets 
to raise awareness for Breast Cancer 
Awareness month.

Our next couple of meetings are:

Thursday 23rd March – Chocolates by 
T for chocolate making

Thursday 27th April – Lynda Mellor for 
a gin tasting

All meetings are held in the Bramley 
Room, Bramley Village Hall @ 8pm.

Interested? Do come along and join us! 
It’s very much, more the merrier! 

Contact details/further information

Sarah Spencer, Committee Member 
Tel 0792 973 2166

Jenni Saunders, President 
Tel 07900 881417

LIFESTYLE

Bra-skets on display at Bramley station

Members showing off their bra-skets 
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A Warm Welcome to the 
Woods from Frith Forest 
School! 
We are just refining plans for our 
FREE Family Fun Club Community 
Conservation Day on 4 March 2017. 
Are you interested in making a positive 
contribution to conservation in our 
beautiful ancient woodland? Would 
you enjoy joining a willing band of 
volunteers to plant a tree?

A warm welcome awaits you in the 
woods at Frith Forest School in 
Bramley Frith, with refreshments 
cooked around the campfire: whittle 
your own skewer to toast a hot X bun 
or marshmallow while sipping hot 
chocolate. Don your waterproofs and 
wellies, bring your spades and help 
us plant hazel whips, to regenerate a 
recently coppiced area.  

Coppiced areas provide structure to 
support dormice. These stunning 
creatures are endangered and we need 
to regenerate areas of woodland, to 
ensure we manage and minimise our 
impact. Forest School is great fun, but 
part of our mission is to respect and 
care for our natural environment. 

Families are invited to come along and 
help with planting. We will provide a 
welcoming campfire and refreshments 
to maintain energy levels.

Shaun of the Special Branch (www.
thespecialbranch.org) is returning to 
teach us how to weave living willow 
to make an arch and tunnel for the 
children. Shaun is an expert and his 
recent workshops have been a great 
success! 

We are twinning with the “Plant for 
the Planet” initiative in Zambia for our 
event.  Here is some more information 
about it:-

The children’s initiative Plant-for-
the-Planet is initiated 

by 9-year-old Felix Finkbeiner.

Inspired by Wangari Maathai, who 
planted 30 million trees in Africa in 
30 years, Felix formulated his vision:

Children could plant one million 
trees in every country on earth and 
thereby offset CO2 emissions all 
on their own, while adults are still 
talking about doing it. Each tree 
binds a CO2 intake of 10 kg per year.

Frith Forest Fun Club is delighted to 
host this event and welcomes everyone 
in our local community to come along 
and join the fun! Your children are sure 
to enjoy learning to weave willow, as 
these photos of our children in action 
demonstrate! 

WHEN? Saturday 4 March 

WHAT TIME? 10.30am in the layby 
beyond the National grid Gates 

WHERE? Bramley Frith Woods: Frith 
Forest School Site, RG26 5BJ

SPECIAL FEATURE

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

•PERFECT FOR BEGINNERS & IMPROVERS
•STEP BY STEP TUITION WITH A 
PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
•10 WEEK COURSE
•2.5HRS PER WEEK
•MORNINGS OR AFTERNOONS
•DISCOVER YOUR INNER ARTIST
•MAKE NEW FRIENDS

SPACES ARE LIMITED - CALL US NOW FOR THE NEXT COURSE

07419 741 670
www.facebook.com/basingstokeartclass
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MUSIC FESTIVAL 2017

World renowned 
Graffiti Classics 
coming to the 

Bramley and Little London 
Music Festival in June
If your idea of a string quartet is 
four stuffy musicians in black tie 
then prepare to be surprised. Graffiti 
Classics, who are coming to play at 
the Bramley and Little London Music 
Festival on Thursday 15 June, burst 
the elitist boundaries of the traditional 
string quartet and put on an all-
singing, all-dancing musical comedy 
show. With 16 strings, eight dancing 
feet and four voices it aims to show 
how classical music can be funny and 
exhilarating for everyone, young and 
old. If you have a child learning violin, 
viola or cello then bring them along to 
show what they will be able to do in a 
few years.  You never know, it may even 
encourage them to do some practice!  

Graffiti Classics entertain audiences 
all around the world with a classical 
concert, a gypsy-folk romp, an opera, 
a stand-up comedy set and a dance 
show all rolled into one! Not quite sure 
how they will manage that in our small 
church but they love a challenge, having 
played in prisons, hospitals, schools 
and on cruise-ships. They promise 
to get audiences laughing, clapping 
and singing along. If you enjoy their 
performance you can also book them for 
corporate events and weddings.

Graffiti Classics was founded by 
Irishman Cathal Ó Duill, whilst 
street-performing in London’s Covent 
Garden. He realised that classical 
music could be made fun for everyone 
through interaction and comedy. 
Having honed its craft on London’s 
streets, Graffiti Classics has developed 
a world-class show that offers a 
refreshing alternative to the stuffy 
perception of classical concerts. 

The band is now in demand all over 
the world so it is testament to the 
excellent reputation of the Bramley 
and Little London Music Festival 
that they have agreed to perform in 
St James’s Church, Bramley. I am 
sure our audience will be just as 
appreciative as the audiences who have 
heard them perform in Singapore, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Tunisia, Sweden, 
Holland, Estonia, Spain, Italy, Norway, 
Denmark, Greece and Ireland. 

Whether you regularly listen to 
classical music or have never touched 
a musical instrument in your life I am 
sure there will be something for you 
on the 15 June.  The show is loved 
by everyone, whatever their age and 
musical inclination so why not give it 
a go?  This is what the press have said 
about Graffiti Classics:

“A simply wonderful show!” 
The Times 

“Graffiti Classics, the most 
sensational string quartet... combine 
superb classical music skills with 
inventive comedy and relentless 
dance energy... From Cossack dance 
to can-can, they caper their way 
through the popular classics.” 

Daily Mail 

What is the Bramley and Little 
London Music Festival?
There are many people in the village 
who have attended the Festival regularly 
since 2005, and yet there are many 
more who have never heard of it!  It 
is a 3 day event that takes place in St 
James’s Church every 2 years. It is 
the brain child of Wendy Peagam who 
has been running it with her husband 
Anthony since 2005.  The idea was to 
bring beautiful music into our beautiful 
Church of St James and to bring local 
people together. Initially the performers 
were students from the Royal College of 
Music, but as our Festival has developed 
more and more professionals have 
performed in our ancient Church. Their 
only instruction is to entertain, so you 
won’t hear long pieces of obscure music, 
but well known classical and non-
classical pieces.

For more details see our website  
www.bramleymusicfestival.org.uk

I have now taken over the running of 
the Festival with my husband Jonathan 
so I am hoping to emulate the success 
of Wendy and Anthony.  They are a 
hard act to follow so wish us luck!

This year’s Festival runs from 
Thursday 15 June to Saturday 17 June. 
The concerts start at 7.30 and usually 
last until about 9.15 with a short 
interval part way through.  Tickets 
remain £12.50 (£6 for children) and 
include a complimentary glass of wine 
and canapés served in Cross House 
after the concert.

For more information and to buy 
tickets email rbarclaysmith@gmail.
com or call 01256 541251

Rachel Barclay Smith
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: steve@dunbar98.wanadoo.co.uk
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
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THE ROYAL  
BRITISH LEGION 
BRAMLEY & DISTRICT 
BRANCH (BR1848)
The first new look Bramley and District Branch 

Royal British Legion meeting was held on Tuesday 10th 
January 2017 at Cross House in Bramley. Refreshments 
were provided to all attendees with yours truly acting as 
“Mum”!!!  Whilst not the biggest turnout we have had, 
we managed to pique the interest of the Members and 
prospective members.  

We were very fortunate that Geoff Twine, who had served 
with the RAF Bomb Disposal Unit, was able to give us a 

very interesting talk.  He covered the history of the unit 
and then went on to describe his time in the RAF and the 
largest project he worked on, defusing RAF Bombs and 
various ordinances that had been stored en masse at a site 
in Llanberis Gwynedd, Wales. In true RAF fashion, the store 
was in Wales which, most children studying geography will 
tell you, is the other side of the country from the main bases 
that Bomber Command operated from during the war in 
East Anglia and Lincolnshire. (A lesson to be learned here is 
not to trust the RAF with a map!!!)

Geoff quoted some interesting facts about the disposal 
activities in Wales, highlighting how some visiting 
dignitaries had described the location as one of the worst 
places to be in the country.  (I thought he was describing 
Wales, but Rhydian soon corrected me!!!).  This all took 
place in the late 1960s around the time of the Prince of 
Wales’ Investiture in Caernarfon.  Rhydian thanked Geoff  
for his work ensuring the ordinance was safe as he had  
been on Parade as a Young Ensign with the Welsh Guards  
at the investiture. 

So now let’s look to the future. The next Branch meeting will 
be held at Cross House on Tuesday 14th March 2017 starting 
at 19:30 (that’s 7:30pm for the rest of us).  The subject of the 
talk after the main meeting will be on our Chairman John 
Delafield’s service in the RAF.  We do however promise in 
future meetings to have a few non-RAF topics!!!  By the 
way, you might just find me on the Naughty Step at the next 
meeting due to some of my comments in this article.

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer

LIFESTYLE



22



23

LIFESTYLE

Nursing Care   •   Residential Care   •   Dementia Care   •   Respite Breaks

Cherry Blossom Manor, German Road, Bramley Green, RG26 5GF  •  www.barchester.com

Tel: 01256 441 756

Thousands of families trust Barchester Healthcare to care 
for their loved ones. For advice on planning for the future, 
pop in and pick up a free guide, or call our friendly team:

with help from Cherry Blossom Manor
Planning for the future

At this time of year many people start to consider care 
for themselves or a loved one. At Cherry Blossom Manor 
we know planning for the future can be a daunting process 
and we’ll do everything we can to help. Our dedicated 
team are always on hand to show you around our care 
home and answer any questions you may have.

F_BAR_13086 Cherry Blossom Manor advert – Bramley magazine 186x132mm.qxp_Layout 1  14/02/2017  16:54  Page 1
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Beat Report

Burglaries:
Burglaries are a ‘Local Beat Priority’ across the whole of 
Basingstoke. No burglaries were reported this month. We 
have arrested one male in connection with an earlier local 
burglary and he is currently awaiting a court appearance.

Please mark your valuables in some way with your post code 
or take a picture of them with any distinguishing marks just 
in case they are recovered by the Police, then we will be able 
to return them to you.  

Anti Social Behaviour:
There have been 3 reports of ASB this month, this is a 
decrease of 2 reported incidents over the last month. Great 
start to the New Year, let’s hope this low stat continues 
throughout the year!

I would encourage all residents to report any incidents of 
anti social behaviour to us on 101, or if you are a resident 
of social housing and your issues are with a neighbour also 
living in social housing accommodation, please report any 
incidents to your local housing officer, if the problem then 
persists your Housing Officer will contact me. Please do 
report ASB because if it doesn’t get reported then I don’t 
know that it’s happening and I will not be able to focus my 
patrol time efficiently.

Suspicious Incidents:
There have been 7 suspicious vehicle/person reports, but 
there is nothing concerning me with any of these reports. 

Just because something gets reported as suspicious it 
doesn’t mean anything bad is actually happening or likely to 
happen, it’s just something that seems odd for the area. We 
would rather receive the call and it turns out to be nothing 
to worry about than not receive a call and it turns out to be 
something serious.

If you see anything you consider to be suspicious, please call 
us on 101 to report it. If there are any units free at the time of 
the call, they will attend. I am impressed at the detail people 
give us. The majority of the suspicious vehicles called in to us 
have been with a full registration! It helps us a lot when we 
have this line of enquiry as we can normally locate the owner 
and ask them what they were doing. 

Other:
There was a spate of criminal damages which occurred around 
the vicinity of Longbridge Road. A few cars were scratched by 
unknown people, these occurred over the course of a couple of 
evenings and we are currently investigating the matter.

Monthly Crime Stats
ASB – 3 Assault – 7   
Burglary Dwelling – 0  Burglary non-Dwelling – 0 
Concern for Welfare – 0  Criminal Damage – 11 
Driving Complaint – 0 Drink Driving – 10 
Drug offences – 0 Harassment – 0  Public 
Order offences – 0 Road Traffic Collision – 1 
Suspicious Incidents – 7 Tampering with vehicle – 1 
Theft from Vehicle – 0 Theft of Vehicle – 0  

Emergency. As always, please can I ask all residents to report 
any suspicious persons, vehicles or incidents using the 101 
telephone number; please only ring 999 if it is a genuine 
emergency. An easy guide on which number to use is this:

Is the incident in progress and is there a risk of injury or 
damage to property? – 999 

Has the incident already happened and there is no longer any 
risk? – 101. Anything else we need to know about? – 101

Many thanks, PCSO Nathan Johnson

OUR COMMUNITY

Bramley & Romans Floral Society
On Thursday 2 February, we held our Annual General 
Meeting.  The Chair, Secretary and Treasurer`s reports 
had all been circulated previously to avoid a long boring 
meeting. There were copies available for anyone who 
had not seen them and the officers answered questions 
from the floor.  The existing committee had all said they 
were happy to stay on and this was unanimously agreed. 
There was only one nomination to join the committee 
and we were all thrilled to welcome Stephanie on board. 
Stephanie is a demonstrator and will be a great asset to 
the committee and the club.

After the business part of the meeting closed, we 
welcomed Mrs Jackie Page from NAFAS, who had 
come along to give us a talk and presentation entitled 
Back to Basics. I think everyone picked up some new 
tips from this talk, which Jackie brilliantly illustrated 
by demonstrating and explaining the techniques as she 
created two arrangements.

Tea and cake were served and the afternoon ended with 
our usual raffle.

Our programme for the rest of the year is:

March - ‘My sources of Inspiration’ (demonstration)

April - an Easter themed workshop and a 
demonstration ‘All the Worlds a Stage’

June - ‘Down the Aisles’ (demonstration)

July - ‘Greek Delight’ (demonstration)

August - another workshop 

September - ‘Picture This’ (demonstration)

October - ‘Wedding Wonders’ (demonstration)

2 November - ‘Christmas Celebrations’ 
(demonstration)

18 November - a Christmas Workshop

December - ‘Christmas Naturally’ - a demonstration by 
Pamela Lewis, a National demonstrator 

We meet on the 1st Thursday of the month at Sherfield 
on Loddon Village Hall at 1.30pm

Everyone is welcome.   
Please contact Eileen on 01256 881125 
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BRAMLEY KNITTING CIRCLE
It was full house again at ‘Vectis’ on 31 January but we 
managed to get comfortable and were soon working away. 
There was welcome news from our friend, Annie in Leeds. 
Having given up knitting for a while, she sent a huge supply 
of wool. The largest donation we have ever received and it 
will last a long time, including so many different types and 
colours that members found just what they needed for their 
particular item. A “thank you” card signed by all members 
was soon on its way to Annie. 

‘Knit for Peace’ are still asking for any knitted garments; 
hats, gloves, mittens, jumpers and of course the blankets 
that our group are making in strips of rainbow odds 
and ends.  These look quite attractive because some 
members take great care and crochet them together. There 
is now a request for “twiddle muffs” but our group has not 
participated in making these.

Freda gave us her report; finances are stable with three 
bags of knitted items ready to go off by courier. Next time 
I hope to tell you the number of items in the consignment. 
News was exchanged of any absentees and concern for 
those not well. The cake of the month, a lovely sponge, was 
supplied by Freda, and there was a delicious tea loaf from 
Avril, ready buttered! Helper in the kitchen was Gillie who 
saw that everyone got tea to their taste. Thank you everyone 
and ‘Vectis’ will be the venue on 28 March. All are welcome

Phyl Davies   01256 881296  

BRAMLEY LUNCH CLUB
Our meeting on 9 February was even busier than usual. 
It was a very cold morning and so the warming tea and 
coffee was very welcome. The quiz was one that chocoholics 
found easier than most. We searched our brains for 
“mother’s hostelry” and “single snowy deposit”.  Thank you, 
Caroline for those 30 questions. After the quiz there was a 
clothes sale with racks of new colourful tops and some cold 
weather hand knitted hats, gloves and mittens. The sale went 
well with a percentage of takings going to club funds. Judy 
and helpers, Val and Christine, were now ready to serve up 
the beef pie with crispy crust. Vegetables included cabbage - 
Phyl’s favourite.  

Now a very special treat from Arthur to celebrate his 89th 
birthday. (You would never have guessed it). The large real 
cream doughnuts and eclairs were more than some could 
manage, so halves were taken home for tea! Birthday wishes 
and cards were given to Arthur, Val Mills, Val Monger and 
Sue.  Now raffle prizes were drawn with Jo winning the large 
box of biscuits and Jill winning the wine. Absent members 
Jay Hudson, Pat Jones, Olive Upton and Pat Whitfield were 
remembered, especially those suffering from a nasty bug. 

Judy gave a reminder that the proposed Lunch Club 
newsletter was due to start next month and all contributions 
should be brought along on 9 March. All are welcome 
to join us but please let us know on 01256 884065 for 
catering purposes.

Phyl Davies  

Probus learn of “The Forgotten Battle”
Retired RAF Squadron Leader Chris Perkins 
MVO, from Kempshott, himself a Probus 
member, has traced his old squadron’s role in 
supporting the Allied Forces in their campaign 
to free Belgium and Holland from German 
occupation during WW2.  Based for many years 
at RAF Odiham, 33 Squadron then operated 
Supermarine Spitfires in ground attack roles.

Following the fortunes of both air and ground 
crews in their journey from the Normandy 
landings, Chris uncovered details of a battle, 
vastly overshadowed by the tragic events 
occurring at that time at Arnhem.

The Battle of the Scheldt estuary was a military 
operation in northern Belgium and the south western 
Netherlands in October and November 1944, to secure the 
port of Antwerp, essential for allied re-supply use.   The First 
Canadian Army was given the task of clearing the Scheldt 
area of German occupiers. 

In addition to Canadian infantry and armoured troops, it 
included the 1st British Corps and the 1st Polish Armoured 
Division. It was joined by American, Belgian and Dutch units 
becoming the largest army that had been commanded by a 
Canadian general ranging from approximately 200,000 to 
over 450,000, half being Canadian volunteers. 

The flooded, muddy terrain was probably the most difficult 
battlefield in the war and the well-fortified German defences 
made the Battle of the Scheldt especially gruelling and 
bloody. At the end of the five week offensive, the victorious 
First Canadian Army had taken 41,043 prisoners, but 

suffered 12,873 casualties (killed, wounded, or missing), 
6,367 being Canadians. 

33 Squadron at that time was also an 
international unit and consisted of many 
volunteer pilots from around the world. In this 
conflict they used Spitfires to attack enemy 
ground troops.  Chris located a number of  
these brave young airmen now resting in  
remote cemeteries including  a 22 year old  
New Zealander and 23 year old Canadian

For more information about the Probus Club see 
their web site www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 
phone their secretary Paul Flint on 07770 886521
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There is a lot more to spider’s webs than 
you may think as John Stubbs explains 
in Web of Intrigue.   

It’s a familiar enough sight – a spider’s web on a dewy 
morning: sparkling jewels on gossamer threads, looped 
and beaded, fragile and fleeting.  Of course it’s probably 
not a fairy’s lost tiara: its purpose, structure, materials and 
crafting are more mysterious than that.

One of the main puzzles is the surface texture of the web 
filaments. As we pass by, it looks just like a smooth shiny 
thread – to our eyes much the same as a strand of nylon, 
if a lot finer.  But in fact, it’s not the same at all.  Under 
the microscope it can be seen that the orbital web silk is 
a composite structure – a couple of fine threads inside 
a liquid filled sheath.  Along the threads are formed 
bunches of brush-like fibres, these are water-attracting, 
like sponges.  The effect is that moisture condenses on the 
fibres, coalesces, and then runs along the strands to form 
the droplets that we see.  This structure is so efficient that 
researchers have artificially reproduced it to make water 
traps for desert regions: where no rain may fall throughout 
the year, webs of this stuff can provide constant clean water, 
with no extra energy supply.  That’s real magic.

One oddity is that our Bramley spiders just don’t need 
anything like that amount of water: they get plenty from 
rain and fluids from their prey.  Why on earth bother 
trapping hundreds of times your body weight in water, at the 
same time making the web so wet that fly fishing just can’t 
work?  A possible clue is that spider silk has another unique 
property – it doesn’t just stretch, it can also retract.  This 
feature is dependent upon the silk being wetted – it doesn’t 
weaken the silk at all, but as the water is absorbed, the web 
material shrinks: presumably this mechanism has the effect 
of repairing overloaded strands and keeping the web as a 
whole up and running in the right sort of shape.  Or, just 
possibly, the whole bunch of strange properties are just 

BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY
incidentally the result of spiders having to make extremely 
fine, extremely strong stringy stuff out of not much more 
than a few dead flies.  For the present, they’re not saying.

And of course, spider’s web is stronger than steel.  No it’s 
not.  Yes it is.  No – yes:  well, it depends on what you mean 
by ‘strong’.  Spiders may routinely spin one of half a dozen 
different silk materials, depending on the proposed purpose.  
The strongest is called dragline silk: if weights were gently 
hung on equal diameter strands of this stuff and steel wire, 
they’d both support roughly similar amounts. The spider’s 
thread, though, would stretch about four times as much 
as the steel before fracture: this makes it tough (didn’t 
Spiderman stop runaway trains with it?) but not much good 
for building, for instance, a suspension bridge.  The effect 
would be to give awfully wobbly crossing, a lot worse than 
the original Millennium Bridge.

Where the spider really wins is that the silk is very light, a 
quarter the density of steel; it can be instantly deployed from 
the tail, and it can be re-cycled by eating it up when it’s time 
to build a new web.  Attempts to farm spider silk, however, 
have so far made little progress.  Unlike silkworms, spiders 
are distinctly anti-social.  Being carnivorous and territorial, 
they’ll not hang around spinning to order.  Silkworms spin a 
cocoon of silk which can then be unspooled: with spiders the 
poor critters have to have the silk pulled out of their gland, 
awfully labour intensive and not much fun for either.  Until 
genetic modification allows a better method, spider silk 
really is a limited resource.

And there are lots of potential uses for the stuff, other 
than water-collection.  Bullet–proof body armour, optical 
gratings, or for instance, how about violin strings?  One 
persistent experimenter managed to spin fifteen thousand 
spider threads to make one – and the sound quality was 
reported to be remarkably fine.  This effect could relate to 
the special control afforded of the silk’s elasticity: it wouldn’t 
do for the material to be springy like a rubber band, as lunch 
would probably be pinged off the web rather than held by 
the glue – and spiders use the vibrations of the structure to 
get an idea of what’s arrived on the day’s menu.  They’ve got 
an awful lot of experience with the technology; now it’s just a 
matter of getting them to share it.

Cryptic Crossword No: 6 Solutions

Across Down

1 ALLSWELLTHAT 1 ANNUL
7 ENDSWELL 2 LASSO
8 PLASMA 3 ENLIGHTENING
10 GLUON 4 HELLENISTIC
13 GLOMERULI 5 TISSUES
14 AMONG 6 PAPISTICAL
15 INSET 9 CORRESPONDED
16 HUELESS 10 GLADIATORS
17 INEPT 11 UFO
19 TOPIC 12 NIGHTHERONS
21 THEREUNTO 18 ETERNAL
22 CANAL 20 PUN
25 RANDOM 23 ADIEU
26 ADROITLY 24 AILED
27 LOSTANDFOUND
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LIFESTYLE

They say, ‘you can choose your 
friends, but you can’t choose your 
family.’  The same could also be said 
of neighbours. 

Neighbour disputes can be 
particularly fraught; apart from the 
old adage that ‘an Englishman’s home 
is his castle,’ there are some obvious 
reasons for this. Firstly, it is the 
parties’ home and family lives that 
are directly affected which inevitably 
makes them highly ‘personal.’

Secondly, parties are necessarily 
living side by side and as a result 
don’t have the luxury of space and 
time away from the problem, which 
can often serve as such a sobering 
influence in a dispute. It is that much 
harder to approach matters calmly 
and practically when confronted on 
a daily basis with the problem and 
often matters escalate needlessly as 
a result.  

There are a number of ways disputes 
can arise. If handled properly 
though, there is every chance of 
avoiding formal litigation, which  
can be lengthy, extremely costly  
and is always highly stressful for  
the parties involved. 

Boundaries are a common source 
of discord. Whether it is by the land 
physically changing over time or by 
the boundary being poorly recorded, 
any ambiguity over the position 
of a boundary can lead to conflict. 
Boundaries features themselves can 
also cause problems; whether it is in 
establishing whose responsibility it 
is to maintain a boundary feature or 
whether anything can be done about 
an offending boundary feature, for 
example one that blocks sunlight 
from a neighbouring property.

There are probably endless other 
ways that could be found to fall 
out with a neighbour, but the most 
common other problem areas concern 
rights of way, parking, and nuisance, 
for example, excessive noise. Cases all 
turn on their particular facts and we 
will be able to advise you clearly as to 
where you stand in law and what your 
options are. 

Where disputes become heated it 
can be sensible to avoid a direct 
approach and seek professional help. 
In extreme cases where there is any 
fear for anyone’s safety you should in 
the first instance consider involving 
the police. 

Whilst it remains unresolved, any 
dispute will directly affect your 
property. If you wish to sell, you 
will have to disclose the issue which 
could have a negative impact on 
the marketability or even the value 
of your property. It may seem that 
by instructing a solicitor you are 
escalating a dispute, but in most 
cases it is the best way of moving 
towards a solution quickly and 
calmly. Dealing with a difficult 
neighbour directly, perhaps over the 
back fence can make matters worse.

We advise that the best way to 
resolve disputes is by focussing 
solely on the legal issues and 
practical solutions. In fact our advice 
is to keep actual litigation through 
the courts to a minimum. If entered 
into prematurely the court process 
will be lengthier and more costly and 
in the vast majority of cases can be 
avoided altogether. 

For more information and to find  
out how we might assist you, contact 
Ben Pearson on 01256 854608, or 
email ben.pearson@phillips-law.
co.uk and visit our website  
www.phillips-law.co.uk.

You can’t 
choose your 
neighbours

By Ben Pearson
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WHAT’S ON
March events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre
To book a place, you can order online from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php ,or visit Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 
478670. Advance booking is strongly recommended.

Ferrets for Fun 
Saturday 4 March / 2pm / £3.50 (no 
concessions)

With real ferrets! – Ferrets For Fun 
seeks to dispel the myths surrounding 
this fascinating animal while looking 
at the history and use of ferrets across 
more than 2000 years. A fascinating talk 
suitable for ages 8 – adult. (Under 16’s 
must be accompanied by an adult)

Board in the Library
Saturday 4 March / 11am – 4pm / FREE 
Wednesday 8 & 22 March / 2pm – 6pm / 
FREE

Bring out your competitive streak.

Basingstoke Disability Connections
Tuesday 7 March / 12.30pm – 2.30pm

Memory Box Project
Friday 10 & 24 March / 10.30am – 12.30pm

The memory box project is an exciting 
reminiscence project open to all. Drop 
in and share some stories around the 
interesting objects on display.

Discover Board Games
Saturday 11& 25 March / 10am – 1pm / 
FREE / Ages 3+

Young Embroiders Club
Saturday 11 March / 10am – 12noon / £5 
/ Ages 5-16 

Learn new skills and meet new friends

Chatterbooks
Mondays 13 March/ 4pm – 5pm / FREE 
/ Ages 8-11

Sign up at the Information Desk in the 
library. 

An Evening of Science 
Danger! High voltage 
Wednesday 15 March / 7.15pm / £3

Dr Mark Dallas, Lecturer in Cellular and 
Molecular Neuroscience at the University 
of Reading

Here we will explore the wonders of 
neuroscience and the power of our own 
bodies electricity. The presentation 
will delve into how we can record this 
electricity, what it means and how we 
can harness it for amazing things. There 
will be a live demonstration of recording 
electrical activity and some mind boggling 
experiments highlighting the potential of 
one human to control another. Warning: 
The power to control another person can 
be addictive’

An Evening of Science 
Introduction to Exoplanets
Wednesday 15 March / 7.15pm / £3

Astronomy Talk by Basingstoke 
Astronomical Society

There are 8 planets in our solar system 
that orbit the star we know as our Sun. 
In the past 15 years we have discovered 
1,000’s of planets that orbit not our star 
but the stars on the nights sky. How many 
are there? What are they like? How did we 
find them? 

An Evening of Science 
Cosmetics Workshop
Wednesday 15 March / 6pm – 8.45pm / 
£22.50

Learn how to make your own healthy and 
natural cosmetics, free from chemical 
ingredients. It’s easy, ecological and a lot 
of fun! You will participate in a hands-

on workshop and create three products 
- hand cream, lip balm and stick with 
essential oils- all of which will be yours  
to keep.

An Evening of Science 
The Nutshell Studies of 
Unexplained Death by Frances 
Glessner Lee
Wednesday 15 March / 7.15pm / £5 
A Forensics Workshop

Work as a team of detectives to solve a 
triple homicide. Led by Anna Chaussee, 
Senior Lecturer in Forensics at the 
University of Winchester, you will be 
using methods still used to train current 
detectives and forensic students.

An Evening of Science 
Forensics Linguistics
Wednesday 15 March / 7.15pm / £5 
An interactive session

Dr Carolin Esser-Miles welcomes you 
to the wonderful world of Forensic 
Linguistics. Watch this space…

An Evening of Science 
Cake Science
Wednesday 15 March / 7.30pm / £7.50 
With Mama Brown cakes

Teri Brown invites you to taste the 
difference in this talk about the science 
involved in baking. Discover how the 
change in the basic ingredients has led to 
differing results when making cakes.

Evening Creative Writing Group
Wednesday 15 March / 7pm / FREE

Introductory meeting led by author 
Kristen Bailey

If you would like to join a creative writing 
group – but are unable to meet with 
one of our afternoon groups, join us 
this evening for a chat and advice about 
writing techniques from others.



32

WHAT’S ON

Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Beavers School Hall

Martial Arts Brocas Hall

Music With Mummy Village Hall

Pilates Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9am Brocas Hall

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Fitness league 7.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Tuesdays

0-5 club Clift Meadow Pavilion

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing St James’s

Dance Club (Petite School) Village Hall

Karate Primary School Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

Bramley Mums Walking Group 
6.50 for 7pm Clift Meadow car park

Abs/Skipping 7.15pm Brocas Hall

Zumba 8pm Brocas Hall

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides Village Hall

Parish Council Meetings 3rd 
Wednesday of the month Village Hall 

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

Baby Clinic 2nd Wednesday 
9-11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm Cross House

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm Cross House

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

Circuits 8pm School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Dance Club (Petite) Brocas Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

WI Lite 4th Thursday Clift Meadow Pavilion

Legs, Bums & Tums 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6-7pm,  7.15-8.15pm 
& 8.30-9.30pm Cross House

Youth Club 6-8pm Brocas Hall

Modern Jive Classes 8-10.30pm Village Hall

Fridays

Health Visitor Reviews Village Hall

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Brocas Hall

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Saturdays

Dance School Brocas Hall

Farmers market 1st Saturday Clift Meadow Pavilion

Sundays

Dinky Disco Village Hall

Stitch Together Village Hall

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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WHAT’S ON
Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@btinternet.com Bookings

Cross House Pam Luck 882687 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings

Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 747779 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings

School Hall Julie Francis 881339

Badminton Jane Matthews 881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 communications@bramleyscouts.org.uk

Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102

Bramley Mum’s  
Walking Group Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com

Bramley Out of School 
Club and Summer  
Holiday Club

Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  
www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com

Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Bramley Youth Club Chris Holland 01256 883486 cgh505935@aol.com

Brownies Suzanne Cox 07920 822221 suzanne-cox@hotmail.com Now Weds only

Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please

Dance Club (Petite) Louise Onslow 883568

DanceXAffinity/ 
Modern Jive Chris Birch 07979 417743 info@dancexaffinity.co.uk

Dinky Disco Nikki Mills 07523072591 nikki.m.mills@hotmail.com

Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk

Farmers market Jo Kemp Williams 07557412400 jo.kempwilliams@outlook.com

FLexercise Alison Howard 01256 327014 ah.fitnessleague@gmail.com                            

Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040

Guides Louise Whitmarsh 01256 881125  louise_whitmarsh@hotmail.com

Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 886408 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065

Martial Arts Rocci 07584281036 rocciboysnr@hotmail.co.uk

Music with Mummy Cathy Rowe 07766 931170 cborro2@btinternet.com

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065

St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings

Thula mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com

WG Pilates Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

WI Anne Porter 881691

WI Lite Sarah Spencer k_srah@hotmail.com

Yoga Felicity Wood 07980 304590 felicitywoodyoga@gmail.com

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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We are proud to o�er all of the following 
services for businesses and individuals:

For more information please contact us at:

Manor House, 8 Winchester Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 8UG

Tel. 01256 320 555        
www.clarkeandson.co.uk

CORPORATE & COMMERCIAL  •   COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE  •   DISPUTE RESOLUTION

FAMILY LAW  •   EMPLOYMENT LAW  •   RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY  •   WILLS AND ESTATE PLANNING

For all your legal needs

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke

01256 844888 www.lambbrooks.com

�

�

�

Conveyancing

Wills & Probate

Family

�

�

�

Personal Injury

Employment

Dispute Resolution

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

LINGUATASTIC offers language lessons (adults/children, 
group/private).  Tel 811100.

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering - 
Small works welcome. Call 07958 670774 - 01256 364991 
(Dave)

Moving sale have various large and small house items for 
sale- please contact for a list. 01256 883684

To advertise in the classified section and reach 2000 homes in 
and around Bramley for as little as £2 per line. Contact:  

Christine Delve - adverts@bramleymagazine.org.uk  
or visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

FULLY INSURED & FRIENDLY SERVICE  
CONTACT JONATHAN FOR A FREE QUOTATION 
01256 412723 - 0771 7214521 

E: info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk 
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk 

DESIGN & BUILD, DECKING, FENCING, TURFING, 
PATIOS, PLANTING, DRIVEWAYS & MAINTENANCE 
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Suppliers & Installers of:

• Wood Flooring
• Laminate Flooring
• Underfloor Heating
• Carpets & Vinyls
• Amtico
Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice

Unit 7b Cufaude Business Park, 
Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturday 10am-1pm
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