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Cover photos: St George’s Day Fete

Having featured the Welsh flag on the cover of the last magazine I thought it 
was only fair to focus on St George this month, especially as we have the St 
George’s Day Fete to look forward to on 29th April

I must admit I didn’t know much about St George, apart from the legend of 
him slaying a dragon. I only knew that because my French teacher at school 
was called George and he was married to our rather fierce deputy headmistress.  
There was some graffiti on one of the desks that said “George was meant to slay 
the dragon, not marry her!”

Not much is known about St George’s early life but according to my friend 
Google, he was a Christian born in the 3rd century AD who became a soldier 
in the Roman army. The Emperor at the time, Diocletian, began a campaign 
against Christians and had St. George tortured to make him deny his faith in 
Christ. However, despite some of the most terrible torture even for that time,  
St George refused to do so, showing incredible courage and faith. As a result, he 
was beheaded near Lydda in Palestine. King Edward III made him the Patron 
Saint of England in 1350. 

So where does the dragon come in?  Well, sadly it doesn’t - that is all a myth. 
According to one story, a town in Libya had a small lake with a plague-infected 
dragon living in it. The townspeople were gradually being killed by the 
dragon and started feeding it two sheep a day to appease it. When they ran out 
of sheep the king devised a lottery system to feed it local children. One day his 
own daughter was chosen and as she was being led out to the lake St George 
happened to ride past. He reportedly offered to slay the dragon if the people 
converted to Christianity. They all did, and the king later built a church at the 
place where the dragon died. Another legend says he killed a dragon on the top 
of Dragon Hill in Uffington, Berkshire, and it is said that no grass grows where 
the dragon’s blood trickled down!

Whatever the truth, it gives us a good excuse to get together and have some 
fun on Clift Meadow.  See page 18 and 19 for more details of the St George’s 
Day fete. After the fete, you could take a quick detour to the Frith to see the 
bluebells.  John Stubbs tells us more about these pretty flowers on page 27. All 
the usual articles are here this month but not necessarily in the usual places so 
keep reading to find out what has been going on in your villages, and what is 
coming up.

Best Wishes

Rachel

Rachel Barclay Smith - Editor

Cry God for Harry, England and St. George!

From Henry V by William Shakespeare
(Born on St. George’s Day 1564, died on St. 

George’s Day 1616.)

Disclaimer: Bramley Magazine is intended to provide readers with information they may find useful and of 
interest. We take all reasonable steps to keep this information current and accurate, but errors can occur. 
The editor reserves the right to make changes to any contributions. Bramley Magazine is not responsible 
for and does not endorse any advertising, products, or opinions expressed in this publication and shall not 
be liable to any party as a result of information published herein.
All photographs are included with kind permission and may not be reproduced.
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GENERAL DOMESTIC
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

Electrical Plumbing

Painting Decorating

Doors & Gates Outbuildings

Steve Canning TMIET MIOSH
21, Hawkley Drive, Tadley

01189 820477
(home)

07818 422191
(mobile)

steve.canning@dsl.pipex.com
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CHURCH SERVICES

Church diary for April 2017…

2nd Fifth Sunday of Lent
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

9th Palm Sunday
8.00 Holy Communion (BCP, 1662) – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

13th Maundy Thursday
7.00pm Fellowship Supper – Cross House:  

all welcome!  Sign up on board in  
church porch.

8.00pm Holy Communion – St James

14th Good Friday
10.00 Children’s Service – St James
2.00pm An Hour at the Foot of the Cross – St James

16th Easter Sunday
8.30 Holy Communion – Little London
10.30 Easter Family Communion – St James

23rd Second Sunday of Easter
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

30th Third Sunday of Easter
8.30 Holy Communion – Little London
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Morning Worship – St James

…and into May

7th Fourth Sunday of Easter
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Matins (BCP, 1662) – St James

14th Fifth Sunday of Easter
8.00 Holy Communion – St James
9.00 Sunday@nine – Cross House
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

21st Sixth Sunday of Easter
8.30 Holy Communion – Little London
10.30 Together in Worship – St James

25th Ascension Day
10.30 Holy Communion – St James

Catholic services
Basingstoke
Church of St Bede, Popley Way, RG24 9DX 
Sunday Mass: 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm in St Bede’s 
Mass usually: Tues, Thurs and Sat 9.30 am in St Bede’s
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Road, RG21 5TX: 
Mass usually: Mon, Wed, Fri 9.30 am in Holy Ghost Church
Phone 01256 465214 or email 
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for information 
See www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Tadley
St Michael’s Church, Bishopswood Road, RG26 4HG 
Saturday Mass: 6.00 pm 
Sunday Mass: 9.15 am 
Parish priest: 0118 9814572

John Lenton’s blog
Here is another extract from John Lenton’s blog – the 
Seven Year (H)itch.  For more installments see www.
stjamesbramley.com

Cecy, our lovely Argentine hostess in Salta, tried to keep us 
from coming to church because it would all be in Spanish, 
she said. There are no services in her church during the day: 
the one service starts at 7.30pm and goes on for a couple of 
hours, and she was worried it would bore us. But we wanted 
to go, just to take part, even if we didn’t get much of it.  And 
after all, we might want to try a 7.30pm service in Bramley…

In the event, it was a great experience. They had a terrific 
band – keyboard, rhythm guitar, brilliant bassist, drums 
and a lead singer who encouraged everyone to sing. We 
knew most of the songs and greatly enjoyed fitting the 
Spanish words to the familiar tunes. We were warmly 
welcomed by the minister, and listened carefully to the 
sermon on 2 Kings 22, which lasted about 35 minutes; we 
got some of it, though not all, and were able to guess the bits 
we didn’t follow. But the highlight for us all was the Lord’s 
Supper, “la cena del Señor”, where we broke bread and took 
the wine as brothers and sisters, listening to familiar words 
spoken in Spanish, all one in Christ Jesus.

At the end of the service, around 9.30pm, we four were 
feeling like going back to Cecy’s house, putting the feet up 
and watching another episode of The Blacklist on Netflix. 
But in Argentina, 9.30 is just the beginning of the evening, 
and Cecy was keen to show us the town. So politely but, it 
has to be said, slightly reluctantly, off we went to the town 
centre and into a peña, a restaurant with a floor show. We 
boring Brits said to one another that we’d try to hang in 
there till 11 and then call it a day.

And then for the next two hours we watched and listened, 
transfixed, as first, three men and three women performed 
gaucho dances of extraordinary grace and beauty, twirling 
and stamping and clapping – yet always smiling into each 
other’s eyes as they swung back and forth. And then, a trio 
of 2 brilliant guitarists and a woman singer (who played a 
solo drum) sang a selection of traditional Argentine folk 
melodies, ranging from the plaintive and sad to the exciting 
and dramatic. We could have watched and listened all night 
long, no exaggeration. We were astonished to find it was 
past midnight as the first show came to an end.
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in our own lives.   Jesus says in John 
chapter 12 “unless a grain of wheat falls 
into the ground and dies, it remains a 
single seed.  But if it dies it produces 
many seeds.”  Another way of thinking 
of this is sacrifice before reward.  We all 
know the expression “no pain: no gain”.   

In today’s world we’re often 
encouraged to look for instant 

ON REFLECTION

In John Lenton’s absence 
on sabbatical, Nairn Glen 
reflects on this time of the 

year and what it can teach us 
about our daily lives.    
What is your favourite season?  Many 
of us would probably go for summer 
– long sunny days (well sometimes!), 
holidays and so on.  If you enjoy skiing 
you might choose winter and the joy 
of escaping to the slopes for some 
exhilarating downhill runs.  I could 
make a case for autumn too – beautiful 
colours as the leaves turn golden, 
amber and rust (before they fall of 
course, which is a whole other story!)   
Log fires; good company; memories of 
summer holidays and it’s too early to 
even think about Christmas yet.

But surely every one of us loves spring.  
As I write this it’s a lovely sunny 
afternoon, the daffodils in the shadier 
parts of the garden are waving gently in 
the breeze, a few purple crocuses add 
their lovely colour to the scene and I 
can even see the first shoots appearing 
on the otherwise bare rose bushes 
hinting at the beauty to come.

Spring is so positive; so full of promise 
as colour returns to our lives.  We 
quickly forget the long dark cold 
winter when we never seem to see the 
sun – far less feel its warmth.   The 
days are lengthening and you just 
feel it won’t be long before we can 
break out the barbecue and enjoy a 
nice meal together outside.   Spring 
makes us think of renewal.  Plants 
that we trimmed back in the autumn 
are coming back to life in exactly the 
same places they occupied last year.  
Sometimes something new appears 
where a bird has dropped a seed and 
it has taken root, which all adds to the 
excitement.

The concept of death and rebirth is 
central to the Gospel message – Jesus’ 
death and resurrection are at the heart 
of what Christians will celebrate at 
Easter in a few weeks.  But we should 
also think about how it should apply 

Nairn Glen

gratification – “why wait when you 
can enjoy everything today?”   But 
the farmer knows he must hold back 
some seeds for planting to generate 
next year’s harvest – if we consume 
everything this year we will go hungry 
next.  Likewise students devote many 
hours to study rather than pursuing fun 
and leisure knowing that the rewards 
for their study will come in later years.   
And business owners know they need 
to keep back some profits for future 
investment rather than paying them all 
out in dividends to enjoy right away.

The bible encourages us to follow 
Jesus, doing his bidding and finding 
new life through Him.  John 15 speaks 
of God as a gardener who prunes each 
healthy branch to ensure it becomes 
even more fruitful.   So this springtime 
let’s learn from nature as well as from 
the Bible.   What can we change about 
our lives now to make them more 
fruitful and rewarding in the future?
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in the days of the old swing gates of 
course, before barriers! 

Sue: There was a lovely chap who 
operated the gates and he’d always hold 
them open if he saw us coming for the 
train!

BM:  Did you have to wait at the 
crossing as much then as you do 
now?! 
Fred & Sue (laughing): NO! 

Fred: It was different then of course – 
not nearly as many trains and certainly 
not as many freight trains. It was a 
lovely train journey then – and it only 
cost a shilling to get to Basingstoke! 
Mind you, if you think there’s a 
problem with trains and broadband 
now…. I remember we used to watch 
TV and these big freight trains full of 
big stones would come past and break 
up the signal. 

Sue: Oh yes!! And they always came 
through right at the end of a play or a 
drama, so you’d miss the important bit! 

BM: What are the biggest 
changes you’ve seen in the last 
50 years? 
Fred: One big change as soon as we 
moved here was the building of the 
drains system. House building was all 
put on hold until that was done and all 
the septic tanks were replaced by main 
drains. 

And just after we moved here there was 
the campaign to build the Village Hall.  

Sue: Oh yes, that was huge. The 
whole village got behind it and was 
busy fundraising – everyone was in 
it together and they involved us right 
away. It was wonderful, really. 

The Silver Jubilee really stands out. 
Again it felt like the entire village 
was involved. There were amazing 
costumes, a tug-of-war, football… And 
of course we did it all again for the 
Golden Jubilee in 2012!!

Fred: I think the single biggest change 
was the Clift Meadow surgery and 
fields – the gift of that land and what’s 
been done with it. 

Sue: Yes, they’ve been so good for 
the village, haven’t they? There was 
nowhere for children to play when 
we first came here, and suddenly they 
could play football on this big field. 

Fred: The closing of Bramley Camp 
was a big change, too. The camp was 
very supportive of the village and 
school and the pub was a real soldier’s 
pub – so that had a big effect. 

MEET THE NEIGHBOURS

This month’s Meet 
the Neighbours 
features a real gem 

of a couple! Fred and Sue 
Locke recently celebrated 
their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary and they share 
their thoughts on how 
Bramley has changed over 
the five decades they have 
lived here.

Bramley Magazine: When did 
you come to Bramley and why? 
Fred: Shortly after we were married 
I took a job at what was then AWRE 
and we lived in Basingstoke. Some very 
good friends moved to Bramley and 
very soon they encouraged us to move 
to Bramley. They saw this house being 
built and thought it would suit us. We 
moved in – and we’ve been here ever 
since! 

When I left AWRE I became a 
Chartered Engineer and then a 
mentor for the Institute of Mechanical 
Engineering, helping young people who 
wanted to get into engineering. 

Sue: When we moved here I did some 
admin for the church and for the 
school, where I was on the PTA. 

BM: What keeps you busy now?:
Fred: Since I’ve retired I’ve been 
involved with Probus – a group of 
retired managers and professionals 
who get together for lunch and a talk 
each month. The talks are very varied 
– from off-shore sailing to the Oregon 
Trail! 

Sue: I’m still involved with church and 
groups and friends. We’re not nearly as 
involved with things as we used to be… 
but I think that’s right – you need to 
let other people come forward and do 
things and grow. 

BM: What was Bramley like then, 
in the late sixties? 
Sue: I loved the village straight away. 
It was so quiet! All around us then were 
fields. 

Then there were five shops, a repair 
garage and the pump. There was a 
butcher and a baker, of course, and two 
general shops – one either side of the 
line. 

Fred: We were very impressed by the 
bus and train links. Our son went to 
school in Basingstoke so he was able to 
get the train there every day. That was 

BM: What are some of your 
favourite things about Bramley?
Fred:  We’ve always felt at home here. 
It’s been a very supportive and helpful 
place to live. Having great friends here 
helped us, of course. And it gave both 
our sons, Howard and Stephen, a great 
love of the countryside, which is still 
with them. 

Sue: Yes, the friendships. I used to 
cycle around a lot – in the early days 
you knew everyone’s face and you’d 
always say hello and wave from your 
bike. It’s a bit different now, but of 
course people move on and places grow 
– that’s just natural. 

It was good friends who brought us 
here – our dear friends Ron and Eileen 
Goodacre who sadly died recently. We 
still miss them terribly. 

BM: Last year you celebrated 
your Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary. Congratulations! 

Do you have any advice for those 
of us not quite at the 60 years 
mark?! 
Fred:  When we were married we were 
stood at the altar rail and the vicar who 
married us said: “Don’t do anything 
without considering what the effect will 
be on your partner”. And I think we’ve 
tried to stick to that. Of course we’ve 
wandered off track from time to time, 
but it’s been sort of the line we’ve held.

Sue: Yes, we didn’t really try to 
create a set pattern if you like for our 
marriage, but those words have really 
stuck with us. We just…. consider each 
other. Yes, I think that’s it.
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OUR COMMUNITY
Community Speedwatch for Bramley
A group of volunteers has got together and received 
approval from Bramley Parish Council to go ahead with a 
Community Speedwatch.

Community Speedwatch is a locally driven initiative where 
volunteers from the community join together with the 
support of the Police to monitor speeds of vehicles using 
speed detection devices. Vehicles exceeding the speed limit 
are referred to the Police with the aim of educating drivers 
to reduce their speeds. 

Volunteers receive appropriate training, and are supported 
by neighbourhood policing team staff. The scheme aims 
to cater for the problem of real or perceived speed related 
offending and, through partnership with the community, it 
is to be used in circumstances that are necessary, justifiable 
and proportionate in order to:

• Reduce death and injury on the roads

• Improve the quality of life for local communities

• Reduce the speed of vehicles to the speed limit

• Increase public awareness of inappropriate speed

Speedwatch activity is not about interfering with 
neighbours’ behaviour; it is a proactive solution to improve 
the safety and quality of life for everyone in the community.

In Bramley, we do see people speeding often creeping over 
the 30mph that covers most of the village and sometimes 
well beyond the limit. One thing to remember is that the 

risk of death is approximately four times higher when a 
pedestrian is hit at 40mph than at 30mph. Thankfully we 
are not aware of any such incidents in Bramley but we 
certainly don’t want to see it happen in the future.

If you see a Community Speedwatch team out and about 
over forthcoming months feel free to show your support. 
Remember we are all volunteers trying to make our village 
a safer place to live. If you’d like to volunteer you’ll need 
to complete a short form to undergo a basic Police check, 
complete a little training and be able to commit to at least 
four two-hour sessions a year (hopefully more). If you are 
interested please get in touch with Lesley Kelly on 07866 
696705 or by e-mail to lesley_kelly@hotmail.co.uk

Chris Price

Loddon Valley Day Care Centre – Caring 
For The Elderly In and Around Tadley
Do you know someone who would benefit from a few hours 
away from caring?  Time to meet with friends, shop or just 
have time to themselves at home?

Loddon Valley Day Care 
Centre, “The Club”, looks 
after the elderly, many 
with dementia, in friendly 
and safe surroundings.  
Based at The Ambrose 
Allen Centre (next door to 
Holmwood Surgery) we 
are open three days a week 
from 10am to 3pm. We 
provide a daily programme 

of activities including a hot two-course lunch.  All of our 
varied activities, such as scrabble, musical bingo, singing, 
bean bag throwing and quoits, are tailored to suit the Club 
Members and our dedicated 
team of volunteers are on hand 
to help out with individual needs.

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
10am to 3pm.  £23.50 per 
day including all activities, 
refreshments and lunch.

Spaces now available - No 
referral needed.  Just pop in and 
say hello, join us for a cup of tea 
or telephone Loddon Valley Day 
Care Centre on 07501 406573.

Loddon Valley Day Care Centre, The 
Ambrose Allen Centre, 2 Franklin 
Avenue, Tadley RG26 3NQ.

Independent with no local or 
national authority funding.     
Registered Charity No. 1131640. 
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Working in the Woods! COMMUNITY 
CONSERVATION DAY NEWS
Thank you to the fifty people who came from Bramley and 
beyond to join our working party on 4th March. The pictures 
tell the story of a very happy couple of hours working in the 
woods, as our local community gathered to do their bit for 
conservation. Our event was twinned with Plant for the Planet 
Scheme in Zambia, with Muddy Puddle Club. Families of all 
ages joined forces to plant hazel whips and weave living willow 
wigwams, plus a frame for an archway. We have enough left 
over to make a willow toilet screen and more structures and 
have donated the surplus to Bramley Primary School.

We gathered around the campfire for hot dogs and hot 
cross buns, to thank everyone for all their hard work and 
enthusiasm.  If Forest School is about creating learning 
communities, 4th March was a step in that right direction.

Forest Schools are run by qualified practitioners and their 
principles include working in a woodland setting to help 
develop the relationship between the learner and natural 
world, fostering resilient, confident, creative and independent 
learners and giving them the opportunity to take supported 
risks appropriate to the environment and themselves.

Did we go a little way towards fulfilling our guiding 
principles? We leave you judge! We hope it will become a 
long term process: we are back in the woods over Easter, 
three days each week:

Mon 10 - Weds 12 April and then again  
Weds 19- Friday 21 April 10am-3pm. 

We open during the school holidays throughout the year. 

See our facebook page for details: frith forest fun club.

OUR COMMUNITY

We will be running a taster-session on GOOD FRIDAY at 
Clift Meadow with the Farmer’s Market and Easter Egg 
Hunt: do drop by, bring the children to try something new 
and say hello!

Bramley & Romans Floral Society
On Thursday 2 March, we had a demonstration 
by Stephanie, called ‘My Sources of Inspiration’. 
Stephanie is a member of our club and has recently 
qualified as a NAFAS demonstrator. We are very 
proud of her and delighted that she came along 
to us so soon.  Her first demo was a horizontal 
arrangement with orange gerberas and roses 
with fatsia leaves. This was followed by a parallel 
arrangement with beautiful small sunshine gerberas 
and then a tall design called Anastasia sunny.   

After a break for cake 
and tea we started with 
a Formilia arrangement 
-  a design where we 
should see line and form 
independently. The fifth 
design was asymmetrical with orchids and pink carnations 
and we ended with a symmetrical arrangement of lilies in a 
green milk churn.

We meet on the 1st Thursday of the month at Sherfield on 
Loddon Village hall at 1.30pm

Everyone is welcome.  Please contact Eileen on 01256 881125 
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OUR COMMUNITY

Sarah Plested 07799 256577

e: sarah@bramleyappledesign.co.uk 

www.bramleyappledesign.co.uk

Garden Design

INSPIRATIONAL GARDENS WITH A DASH OF REALITY
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LIFESTYLE
BRAMLEY LUNCH CLUB
As members made their way to Cross House on the morning 
of 9 March it might have been Spring. There were daffodils 
around the big elm tree and crocus and snowdrops lined 
the Church path. Gill Batley had come along early having 
been in hospital for a time since our last meeting. Although 
not really fully recovered she still wanted to say “hello” to 
members. After enjoying a coffee with us she made her way 
home assisted by husband Tony. A new member, Eileen, was 
welcomed and soon settled in. 

Meanwhile Aby and Gaby, from Managementors which 
operates from Minchens Lane, had come along with the 
wonderful news that there was to be a repeat of their 2016 
initiative “Give Something Back” to the community. This 
means that members needing outside work done have only 
to say. Fence repairs and painting, tidying up gardens and 
pressure hosing are just a few of the tasks they will help with. 

Tea and coffee was served in the bright new mugs and 
then Caroline made us all think about how many children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren we each had, where 
we were born and what had been our professions/work 
place. All this was noted down and we found out that it was 
to be the basis of the proposed newsletter. The newsletter 
will start soon and will include a note that “Ethel’s tree” is 
standing very upright and in bud. 

My bargain marmalade sold out, bringing in more funds, 
and then Val called “lunch time”. We were served shepherd’s 
pie with cheese topping and vegetables followed by apple 
crumble or rhubarb and custard. I had both - how greedy! 
The usual raffle followed and one of the prizes - a bottle of 
wine - went to Christine who always helps in the kitchen. 
Very well deserved! Good wishes and greetings were sent to 
birthday girls as cards were handed out to Caroline, Jenny 
and Jill. 

The next meeting is 13 April.  All are welcome but please 
give a call to 01256 884065 as this helps our busy cook.

Phyl Davies

NATIONAL WOMEN’S REGISTER
On 22 February members of the Bramley Group made 
their way to Meade Barn where Frances led them up to 
the tiny workshop in her attic. Here she told us some 
of the history of South American and Brazilian art and 
how it changed in style, especially after the 16th century. 
Over the 20th century sculpture, cubism, national 
folklore and a more modern style came into being. It is 
very colourful and uses fabrics and other materials. 
Frances had gathered examples for us and we all had a 
go at copying them. Success was varied. Paint seemed 
to be the best medium and Dusty produced a lovely 
example. Gillie and Phyl found crayon more difficult. 
Margaret, and Pat made some very nice pictures to 
take home.  Refreshment time and Frances gave us 
lovely cake with our tea and we thanked her for such an 
interesting evening. 

The group meets again on 29 March and then on 26 
April at 4 Dollis Green when the subject is Brazilian 
food. Contact 01256 881723   

Phyl Davies

BRAMLEY SHOW  2017 
Yes it is already time to start thinking about  the 
Bramley Show which will take place this year on 
Saturday 19 August. 
In particular this month we kick off with the Grand Potato 
Competition for Children.  As usual there will be cups for 
the biggest potato, the most potatoes in a container, and the 
heaviest crop by weight.  Now is the time to be planting your 
potatoes so please get yours now from the address below.

Potatoes are available now from Mrs Anne Porter, at 9, 
Longbridge Road, Bramley (tel, 01256 881691).

Further details of other show entries will appear in future 
months.

We are also having The Return of The Scarecrows.

Scarecrow Fortnight is back from June 24 to July 9.  Look 
out for reminder posters later in the year.  

Anne Porter 
Bramley Show Committee

Encyclopedia Britannica
Would you, or anyone you may know, like to take 
possession of a complete set of beautifully bound 
Encyclopedia Britannicas dated 1986, free of charge, 
which are as new. The volumes would need to be 
collected from my home in Little London. Please 
respond by e-mail:  jameswitchalls@gmail.com
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It looks as if Bramley 
may be invaded by Joe 
Stilgoe fans on 17 June 

as Rachel Barclay Smith 
explains.
Joe Stilgoe is playing at the Bramley 
and Little London Music Festival this 
summer and people from as far away 
as Cardiff have already bought tickets.  
The name may sound familiar – the 
older ones among you will remember 
his dad, Richard Stilgoe who, among 
other things, appeared on Nationwide 
and That’s Life and helped Andrew 
Lloyd Webber write The Phantom of 
the Opera and Starlight Express.

Joe is no less talented than his father 
and has certainly inherited his wit and 
charm. He is a pianist and occasional 
drummer, a jazz musician and a singer, 
an actor, a comedian and a star of stage 

and small screen. 
Joe has recorded 
a number of 
albums including 
We Look to the 
Stars, which 
went to number 
1 in the Amazon 

Jazz Chart the day it was released. 
No wonder he has been described as 
having “More talent than you can shake 
a walking stick at”

So, it is quite a coup that he has agreed 
to play in our village church of St 
James on Saturday 17 June. He is sure 
to entertain us with his modern twist 
on classic jazz. His songs are inspired 
by Lennon and McCartney as much 
as by Cole Porter and The Observer 
has described him as “A songwriter of 
uncommon originality”.

Joe’s journey has been an interesting 
one. His early ambition was to be an 
estate agent but he soon changed his 
mind about this and chose instead to 

Trusted since 1802

sales • lettings & management • commercial • development • rural

01256 882200 Sherdon House, Reading Road, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon RG27 0EZwww.simmonsandsons.com

go to University and study philosophy. 
But it wasn’t long before he realised 
he was spending all his time in the 
music department and he therefore 
switched to music. Despite gaining a 
1st class degree he was turned down 
by the Guildhall to study jazz and so 
he took a rather different course and 
turned to Disney for help. He spent the 
next 12 months on Disney cruise liners, 
learning how to perform to a captive, 
and very demanding, audience.  

He did go on to study jazz eventually, 
at Trinity College of Music, London. He 
spent those years immersing himself in 
jazz and hawking himself around the 
jazz clubs of London, playing wherever 
and whenever he could, the gig fees 
helping fund his studies. 

He was by now proving himself quite 
the onstage raconteur and was as funny 
in between songs as he was seamless 
during them. It wasn’t long before he 
was playing music on Radio 4 in The 
Horne Section and The Now Show and 
appearing on TV programmes such as 
Never Mind The Buzzcocks.

Joe has described his perfect 
audience as “people who like a bit 
of nostalgia, a little swing, and a lot 
of authenticity.” So, if that sounds 
like you do phone or email me. But 
be quick before his fans in Wales 
buy all the tickets!   01256 541251 or 
rbarclaysmith@gmail.com. 

Tickets are just £12.50 to include a 
glass of wine and canapés (school age 
children £6).  I will also be selling 
tickets at the St George’s Day fete on  
29 April.

“Dapper, handsome and 
quick witted... and gifted 

with dazzling digits” 
The Times

http://www.joestilgoe.com/whojoe/

http://bramleymusicfestival.org.uk

MUSIC FESTIVAL
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Mind Over Miles
My name is Sandra Bird and I have lived in Bramley for 
thirty-five years where I have raised my three daughters. 
My daughter Dannii and her husband Simon, who are both 
teachers at the Hurst Community College, are teaming up 
with me to run this year’s London Marathon in aid of St 
Michael’s Hospice. I have nursed at the Hospice for seven 
years so I’m fully aware of this valued community service 
which provides palliative care for the whole of the North 
Hampshire region. 

Raising money through 
challenge is not 
unfamiliar to me as I 
cycled Land’s End to 
John O’Groats on a 
tandem with my husband 
in 2012 raising over two 
thousand pounds for the 
hospice. The London 
Marathon has always 
been a target for me and 
a great opportunity to 
generate much needed 
funds for this wonderful 

charity. I am encouraged by the energy and mental toughness 
of my daughter who represented England in football on many 
occasions before her retirement. She never ceases to impress 
me with her tenacious attitude to grinding out the many 
training miles necessary to prepare for this event. We can 
often be seen together pounding the streets of Bramley. 

LIFESTYLE

If you would like to help an amazing cause and sponsor me, 
my giving page is  uk.virginmoneygiving.com search Sandra 
Bird (mind over miles). Alternatively, a collection box is 
located at the Bramley Bakery, all donations will be greatly 
received.
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LITTLE LONDON
Pamber Parish Council Notes  
for Little London
The last meeting of Pamber Parish Council was held on 
Monday, 13th March 2017. Next meeting at St. Stephen’s Hall  
Monday 10th April  7.30pm.

Council Vacancy.
Two vacancies have become available on the Council. Further 
details will be published on the Pamber website and around 
the area in due course but if anyone is interested please email 
the clerk at the email address listed at the bottom of the page.

Annual Parish Meeting.
The annual Parish Meeting will be held at St. Stephen’s Hall, 
Little London on Monday 8th May. Edward Rehill, Principal 
Planning Officer for BDBC, will attend to speak about 
Neighbourhood Planning. He has been the Council’s lead 
officer on the Oakley and Deane Neighbourhood Plan and 
also the Bramley Neighbourhood Plan.  

Speedwatch.
There will be a meeting this month which the local Police 
Commissioner will attend to give details of the next phase in 
the scheme.  Details will be published on the website.

Planning
A new planning tracker has been installed on the Pamber 
Parish website which enables any resident to register for 
alerts to inform them of new applications or decisions. This 
will hopefully make it far easier for Parishioners to keep 
abreast of any new planning developments in the area.
L. S. Browne (Clerk). Tel. 07920 787170.  
Email clerk@pamber-pc.gov.uk
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Cryptic Crossword No: 7
See page 27 for the answers.

Across
1 & 4 
Down

A bard’s description of creature pacification? (3,6,2,3,5)

5 Mixed if vehicle certificate becomes a recurring theme. (5)
7 Mixed gums of french became a smear. (6)
9 City incessant at home on jumbled stick. (14)

12 Male and french painter. (5)
13 Criticise a gentle creature above a street. (7)
16 A sailor and what you would like to do with this clue would free  

rom guilt. (7)
19 Section made from grip less a particle. (5)
21 Sounds like fog hesitant before record of loans and loch describes a 

bizarre state. (14)
24 Very eager in charge stretches a note. (6)
25 Lead, letting your mate pass here being fluid. (5)
26 Changing a meal makes sense when heading for rocks. (8,6)

Down
1 Though it may end, it waits for no man. (4)
2 Gangster backing no time in name only. (7)
3 Dickens character having a short cigarette at home. (5)
4 See 1 down. 
6 One hopes this means a long time is spent at the crease. (7)
8 A work of art is no cat. (4)
9 A confused short firm mother helps to structure a line. (5)
10 Mixing ritual with the head of tea leads to holding a position. (7)
11 Sounds like this was the crowd to be with inside Alcatraz. (7)
14 The day came to create an institution. (7)
15 Roman name suggesting a lack of generosity. (5)
17 Agitated by us describes a bee's activities. (4)
18 Is this feeling an electronic movement. (7)
20 Dirty reams may be a result of this sort of campaign. (5)
22 Beagle hides bird of prey. (5)
23 Rubber hose used for footwear. (4)
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Royal British Legion - 
Bramley and District 
Branch 
You don’t need to have served in  
the armed forces to join the Royal 
British Legion.

A Certificate of Appreciation was 
presented to Donna Green, Chief Nurse 
at Basingstoke Hospital, for once again 
allowing Bramley & District Branch 
RBL to collect for the Poppy Appeal 
in the foyer of the Hospital. Almost 
£4,000 was collected.  

In other news, a visit to RAF Odiham 
by the Branch has been planned for 
Monday 24 April at 1330.  Anyone who 
would like to join the party should 
contact the Chairman John Delafield on 
07850 950349 by Friday 7 April 2017.

Finally, an appeal from the writer.  
Please join the Royal British Legion 
Branch and come along to the 
meetings to help ensure no more RAF 
presentations this year!!!!!

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer  
07341 552732

LIFESTYLE

Basingstoke

a r t 
c l a s s

    BASINGSTOKE ART CLASS STARTS SOON

•perfect For beginners to 
improvers

•all paint materials supplied

•step by step tuition with 
a professional artist

•10 week course

•mornings or afternoons

SPACES LIMITED, CALL NOW ON 07419 741670 

•discover your inner artist

•make new friends

Find us on FACEBOOK AT WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BASINGSTOKEARTCLASS

• ask us about our wine & paint evenings

Rhydian Vaughan, Vice Chairman, Jean Young PAO & Secretary, Donna Green, John Delafield, Chairman
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A Warm Welcome to the 
Woods from Frith Forest 
School! 
We are just refining plans for our 
FREE Family Fun Club Community 
Conservation Day on 4 March 2017. 
Are you interested in

SPECIAL FEATURE
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BIGGER AND BETTER - 
Bramley Fete 2017 
Hopefully by now you will have 
saved 29 April in your diaries 
for the Bramley St George’s Day 
Fete.  Organised together by the 
Trustees of Clift Meadow and St 
James’s Church we are confident 
that we have built on the success of 
last year. The organising team have 
been planning since September and 
we are looking forward to seeing the 
fruits of our labour. 

So what can you expect? Here’s a 
taster, and where better to start 
than with food. We have sourced 
organic beef, lamb and pork from 
a Hampshire farm which will 
magically transform into burgers 
and sausages which we shall 
barbecue on site using professional 
grills used at music festivals. 
There will be a range of vegetarian 
options too, and we have hot soup 
on the menu in case the day gets 
chilly.  There will be a funfair with 
rides for all ages and an assortment 
of different inflatables such as 
bouncy castles, bungee runs and ‘ 
last man standing’ as well as the ever 
popular bucking bronco and sumo 
wrestling. As well as these high 
octane activities, we will also have 
more traditional fayre - hoopla, beat 
the goalie, sweet stalls and tombola 
together with a host of stalls selling 
locally made gifts and produce. 

Central to all of this will be our 
much-prized arena providing 
a seemingly endless range of 
entertainment from the stunning 
free-running show to the 
competitive Bramley mile; You can 
also expect live music, children’s 
races and the ever-popular Dog 
Show. But the highlight of the day 
will be the children’s tea party. The 
excitement will be running at fever 
pitch when the children take to the 
arena showcasing their pirate and 
mermaid themed costumes before 
parading off to enjoy a wonderful tea 
party full of treats. 

These are just a few of the 
attractions we hope you will enjoy, 
but most of all it provides us with 
an opportunity to spend time in the 
company of our fellow villagers. 
Gather your families and friends and 
join us for what promises to be a 
fun-filled Fete. 

Simon Gill 
Chairman

OUR COMMUNITY

Wow what a fun month 
-  we have had an 
amazing time! We went 
out on our first outing 
to Hollywood bowl 
where all kids had a 
great time showing off 
their skills on the lanes 
and making new friends 
with the KYC gang.  We 
have also introduced Splat - 
a favourite game, which has 
given us hours of fun.

We would like to say a 
massive thank you for a 
donation to the Youth Club 
of £500. So far we have 
purchased an Xbox 360 
with over 20 games and 
have updated our Wii game 
collection. We would also like to say 
another massive thank you to Bramley 
Parish Council for a donation of £1500 
to buy new equipment. We will keep 

you updated on what we 
purchase.

If this sounds like 
something you would 
be interested in then 
pop down to BYC on a 
Thursday and meet the 
gang. Your first session 
is completely FREE and 
you will get to enjoy 

all the activities and more. 
For further information 
regarding BYC, the activities 
and our news head over 
to our Facebook page: @
BramleyYouthProject. We 
are also always looking for 
volunteers, so if you are 
aged 16 and above and want 
to get involved please do not 

hesitate to head over to our BVAYouth 
website where you can find out how to 
become a volunteer for this awesome 
Youth Club.

Now let’s talk upcoming activities:

Youth Club Activities
6th April – Carnival Week

13th April – Easter egg Hunt
20th April – Chill Week (St George’s Day Festival)

27th April – Las Vegas
4th May – 3d Painting

11th May – Popsicle Cakes
18th May – Football Project
25th May – Karaoke Time
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Aldermaston Road, Pamber End, Tadley RG26 5QW

Garden Furniture  Outdoor Living  BBQs 
Birdcare  Plants  Bedding  Seeds  Compost 

Pots  Hanging Baskets  Tools  Fencing
Sheds  Garden Gift Vouchers  Co�ee Shop

Elm Park Garden Centre

www.elmparkgardencentre.co.uk
 Tel 01256 850587

        Like and Share us on Facebook

All Seasons
Window
Cleaning

Reliably serving the 
community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •

• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •

• Conservatory roof cleaning •

• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 
01256 353727

Email: steve@dunbar98.wanadoo.co.uk
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com

CARPETS • WOOD, LAMINATE & VINYL FLOORING • BLINDS
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SEE OUR WEBSITE
FOR THE LATEST OFFERS

Floors direct to your door
BASINGSTOKE’S NO 1 CHOOSE 
AT HOME FLOORING COMPANY

01256 842742
07774 884 672 Simon & Kate Jones

www.floorcoveringssouthern.co.uk
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News from the Clift Surgery

Help Your Doctor to Help You
If you sign up for on line access with your Doctor’s surgery 
you can book appointments and order repeat prescriptions. 
If you request full access to all coded data on your records 
(you will be asked for photo ID and it can take up to 2 weeks 
before it’s approved) you will also be able to view any blood 
results and your immunisations.

If you download the Free Patient Access app you will also be 
able to share any home readings of your:

Height
Weight
BMI
Blood glucose
Blood pressure (diastolic and systolic)
Distance walked per day
Heart Rate etc

Who owns the data, and who can see the data?
The patient has added this data and the patient owns it. 
Clinicians can only see the data if the patient consents, and 
as long as they are using an EMIS Web clinical system. If a 
clinician views the data, this information is recorded in the 
clinical system audit trail. This data will never be used for 
any other purposes. The fundamental reason for recording 
this information is to provide the best possible healthcare.

Other useful free Apps include:
My Sugr, Map my walk, Smoke Free , Mytherapy ( pill 
reminder), Change4Life Be Food Smart.

The Poppy Appeal  
needs your help, please!
Jean Young is standing down as the local 
co-ordinator of the Poppy Appeal and we 
are looking for an energetic person to take 
on this task on a seasonal basis. This is a 
very rewarding task and we will provide 
guidance and as much help as possible.

Please help if you can.   

Contact: 

John Delafield 01256 889789

Or Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Home Library Service
Do you, or someone you know, love reading but can no 
longer get to the library due to ill health, disability or caring 
responsibilities?  

We may be able to help by arranging for a volunteer to deliver 
books or audio books to your home.  This service is free.  

Interested or want more information?  Contact Lois Lang or 
Andrea Wilson at Basingstoke Discovery Centre

Phone 01256 478670 or email clnocom@hants.gov.uk

OUR COMMUNITY
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Basingstoke Cubs, Scouts, Guides and Explorers have ‘got talent’  
and it is time to audition for Basingstoke Gang Show 2018!
If you like to laugh, sing, dance or entertain then come 
along to the auditions for The Basingstoke Gang Show. You 
will have a fun day with loads of great people and you will 
see why Basingstoke Gang Show is the longest running and 
‘bestselling amateur show in Basingstoke’.

We are gearing up for our 26th Show to be performed 
at The Haymarket. Audiences will be entertained by the 
talents of our local Cubs, Guides, Scouts, Explorer’s and 
young leaders as the cast of 70 take to the stage across 11 
performances in February 2018.

Rehearsals start in 
September 2017 and 
the members of the 
production team have 
been busy creating 
an array of numbers 
with wonderful 
choreography, 
sensational songs and 
hilarious sketches that 
make The Basingstoke 
Gang Show – fresh, 
relevant, edgy and fun.

Auditions for Basingstoke Gang Show 2016 will take 
place at: Costello Technology College, 10am - 4pm on the 

following dates:

Surnames A-L Sunday 14 May 2017

Surnames M-Z Sunday 21 May 2017

Auditions are open to all Scouts and Guides who will be 
10½ or over in February 2017 and all Cubs who will be 8 or 
over in February 2018. 

Before you come to audition you will need to visit 
www.basingstokegangshow.com to ensure you have 
full details including location, what to wear and 
the ‘audition application form’ that you will need 
to bring. You can also look at the Basingstoke Gang 
Show Facebook pages for more information.

If you have a talent and are interested in volunteering for 
Basingstoke Gang Show 2018 please get in touch! There’s 
a lot to do before we reach the theatre in February, from 
building scenery to making costumes. Basingstoke Gang 
Show NEEDS YOU!

Producer: Kirsty: kirsty.ruffell@googlemail.com

Chairman: harryedders@yahoo.com

We look forward to welcoming you to the auditions!

Kirsty Sayers – BGS Publicity Manager

dancesayeki@hotmail.co.uk   

LIFESTYLE
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Probus hear about “The Oregon Trail”
Roger Shaw, a member of Henley Probus, gave a talk to the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke, about the history of the Oregon 
Trail. He had lived in America for seven years and together 
with his wife had driven the entire 3,000 miles route in 2013 
and 2015. 

Immigrants were encouraged to resettle as the east coast 
had been swamped by the influx of people from Europe. 
Between 1840 and 1860 half a million pioneers, including 
Mormons and many Irish, made the six month journey from 
Missouri traversing the Great Plains, then across the Rockies 
to the west coast. They favoured a particular route across the 
mountains where a trail had been worn over many years by 
millions of buffalo.

Most people will have seen at the cinema or on TV stories 
about the Wild West and wagon trains that formed circles at 
night for protection against attacks by American Indians. The 
reality was somewhat different. Initially the native population 
was helpful to the immigrants but relations soured as time 
went by. The real problems started in 1847 when half the 
nomadic Cayuse tribe and all their children were wiped out by 
a measles epidemic introduced by the Europeans. 

The logistics of wagon trains are incredible. One was 300 
miles long and consisted of 1,600 wagons, 10,000 oxen, 
30,000 cattle and 60,000 sheep. All but children walked 
the distance, many barefoot, with the wagons carrying food 
and water. Death en route was common, including drowning 
crossing rivers. Ten percent died from cholera with records 
showing that on one trip 57 died on one day alone.

The Oregon Trail came to an end when railways provided an 
easier way to complete the journey.

See www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or phone Paul Flint on 
07770 886521 for more information about this social club for 
retired professionals and business managers.

LIFESTYLE

BRAMLEY KNITTING CIRCLE/KNIT 
FOR PEACE
On 28 February Bramley knitters began to arrive 
early at “Vectis” and were soon looking through the 
huge supply of Annie’s donated wool. There is still so 
much so there is no problem finding what was wanted 
for various projects. Everyone had been working at 
home and a beautiful crochet blanket had been donated 
by a supporter. Friends in Sherfield had sent teddies and 
twiddle muffs and another supporter had made dozens 
of children’s gloves and mittens – a lovely surprise! I am 
sure children will love them and they will be so useful. 
The heaps of jumpers, cardigans, hats and blankets 
piled up and at last we all sat down around the fire and 
knitted away. 

Freda’s report had the sad news that our member, Jay 
Hudson, had passed away.  Messages of sympathy had 
been sent to her family. She will be very much missed 
as a brave lady who even when ill was still part of village 
life. Edna was well but not able to come that day and 
June had medical appointments. It was thought that 
Olive was back in hospital but this was to be confirmed. 

Freda continued by saying that finances were fine and 
items were mounting up for another consignment. She 
said that the Sherfield items were welcome and that 
as there was no Knitting Circle in that village the two 
ladies would be welcome to join us. Members were very 
agreeable as these ladies have friends in our group. A 
latecomer was Wendy to be introduced as our willing “ 
sewing up” member. 

At tea time Dusty was a great help making sure everyone 
got what they wanted as there was so much choice. Val 
had brought along a lovely chocolate cake from June 
and Pat had brought special Eccles cakes and her fruit 
loaf, which was so good no butter was needed. We have 
lovely refreshments and these treats have become part 
of our meetings! Many thanks to the cake makers. 

The next meetings are 28 March, 25 April and 30 May.

Contact 01256 881296 

Phyl Davies

Angry Bird!
David received a parrot for his birthday. 
The parrot was fully grown with a bad 
attitude and worse vocabulary. Every 
other word was an obscenity. Those 
that weren’t expletives, were to say the 
least, rude. David tried hard to change 
the bird’s attitude and was constantly 
saying polite words, playing soft music, 
anything he could think of. Nothing 
worked. He yelled at the bird and the 
bird yelled back. He shocked the bird 
and the bird just got angrier and ruder. 
Finally, in a moment of desperation, 
David put the bird in the freezer, just 
for a few moments. He heard the bird 

squawk and kick and scream-then 
suddenly, there was quiet. 

David was frightened that he might 
have hurt the bird and quickly opened 
the freezer door. The parrot calmly 
stepped out and said “I believe I may 
have offended you with my rude 
language and actions. I’ll endeavor at 
once to correct my behavior. I really am 
truly sorry and beg your forgiveness.” 
David was astonished at the bird’s 
change in attitude and was about to ask 
what had made such a dramatic change 
when the parrot continued, “May I ask - 
what did the chicken do?”

Easter Sunday
16 April

10.30am – Family Communion

Family Service at St James’s Church, 
Bramley 

Refreshments at Cross House 
afterwards
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Charity Auction at The Priory 
Many of you by now will have received 
a letter through your door about our 
forthcoming charity auction on 19th May; 
we would like to invite members of our 
local community to join us for what is 
sure to be an enjoyable evening.  Please 
find below an invitation and information 
on how to purchase your ticket for the 
event.  We look forward to seeing you at 
the auction.

The Priory Primary School, Pamber End 

Charity Auction 
to raise money for the completion of 
our hall extension

Friday 19th May 2017
7.30pm for 8pm - ‘til late
Bronze table tickets £10.00 per head, to include chilli 
supper. Your table will also include nibbles and a bottle of 
red wine and a bottle of white wine.

Silver table tickets £20.00 per head, to include chilli supper. 
Your table will also include luxury nibbles and dips, a bottle 
of red wine, a bottle of white wine and a bottle of champagne. 

Gold table tickets £30.00 per head, to include chilli supper 
and an individual table gift. Your table will also include 
canapés, a bottle of red wine, a bottle of white wine and two 
bottles of champagne.

Ticket prices based on 8 guests per table, but we can 
accommodate more if you have a larger party.

Entertaining auctioneer, spot prizes, a fantastic evening 
guaranteed!

Tickets available now from school. Please telephone  
01256 850062 or call into the school with cash or cheque.

Catalogue of lots available from April 24th on the school 
website

www.theprioryprimaryschool.org.uk

Make a silent bid before the event or come along on the 
evening to bid for one or more of our amazing items!  Ideal 
for birthday presents or for that special treat, many items not 
available on the high street!

Basingstoke Speakers Club
Would you love to be great at giving presentations or 
speaking in public, but find yourself overcome with nerves? 
Then Basingstoke Speakers Club is for you!

The club is part of Toastmasters, a worldwide not for 
profit organisation dedicated to supporting its members 
in becoming the best public speakers they can be. With 
a comprehensive syllabus and warm and supportive 
atmosphere, it’s the fastest way to hone your speaking skills 
and put those nerves to good use.

Visitors are always welcome free, so why not come and 
check us out? We meet every first and third Wednesday of 
the month at The Apollo Hotel in Basingstoke. For more 
information visit www.facebook.com/basingstokespeakers or 
call us today on 07468 331 483.

OUR COMMUNITY
Ramblers Association
The North Hampshire Downs Ramblers group is part of the 
Ramblers Association and we walk mostly in Hampshire 
and the surrounding countryside. In the last few months our 
group has enjoyed both walks and social activities including a 
Christmas Lunch and our Christmas Jumper walk. 

The group walk on both Tuesday and Saturday and cover  
areas in and around Basingstoke as well as sometimes 
going further afield. We have had some lovely winter walks 
over the last few months and are now looking forward to 
bluebells and Spring.

Our Tuesday morning walks, which are typically 6- 7 miles 
continues to attract quite a number of walkers. We have 
recently walked around Hartley Wintney, Oakley and 
Hannington to name but a few. We usually end up with an 
end of walk pub stop, to give people time for a catch up.

Our Saturday walks tend to be longer, with fewer walkers, 
and can sometimes take most of the day. This last quarter 
we have enjoyed walks around Tisbury in Wiltshire, done 
parts of the Thames Path, and walked from Overton to 
Whitchurch with a bus back. 

As well as the walks, the group also enjoys some social 
activities, this includes an Annual Summer Picnic, Boys 
lunches and the group occasionally organise weekends and 
days away. This May there is a coach trip planned to Burton 
On the Water and also a break in Paignton in June, which 
will involve 4 days of organised walks

The group have an active path patrol group, who report 
problems to the local council and also do some work on 
the paths, which can be as varied as checking waymarking 
and replacing waymarking discs, minor clearing or even 
repairing stiles and gates. To date this group has replaced 
20 plus gates in conjunction with the local council. The 
latest tasks were replacing a rotting sleeper bridge at 
Ashford Hill, and replacing a stile at Hannington with a 
Kissing gate

If you are interested in finding out more about the North 
Hampshire Downs group, there is more information on our 
Website. www.northhampshiredownsramblers.org.uk.

If you are new to walking and want to give us a try, or 
already walk, you would be given a very warm welcome by 
the Group. We hope to see you soon! 

If you are interested in joining the Ramblers we suggest you 
come along for a couple of walks with the group first to get a 
taster. Membership details are available from the Ramblers’ 
national website: www.ramblers.org.uk

Ramblers Charity England & Wales No: 1093577 Scotland 
No: SC039799

Seen at a London tube station  
after Storm Doris

“Services are suffering from delays 
because of the wrong type of leaves  

on the track (the trees are still  
attached to them)”
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Cryptic Crossword No: 7 Solutions

Across Down

1 THETAMINGOFTHE 1 TIME
5 MOTIF 2 NOMINAL
7 SMUDGE 3 FAGIN
9 CONSTANTINOPLE 4 SHREW
12 MANET 6 INNINGS
13 LAMBAST 8 OPUS
16 ABSOLVE 9 COMMA
19 TRACT 10 TITULAR
21 MYSTERIOUSNESS 11 INMATES
24 AGOGIC 14 ACADEMY
25 LYMPH 15 TITUS
26 ALTERINGCOURSE 17 BUSY

18 EMOTION
20 SMEAR
22 EAGLE
23 SHOE

In a timely article this month John Stubbs 
tells us more about The Bluebells O’ 
Bramley   

No apologies, then.  Reading this (or even not reading 
it) means you must visit Bramley Frith and admire the 
bluebells.  Perhaps that’s a bit like those impenetrable 
webpage conditions that have to be ticked as read before 
proceeding, and in the same way just a bit difficult to 
enforce.  However, it’s really something not to be missed: 
we have there remnants of a true Ancient Woodland, one of 
the hallmarks of which is a carpet of the common bluebell.  
And of course it’s no coincidence – after some four hundred 
years of reasonably undisturbed growth (in places), the 
trees, undergrowth and fauna get sort of settled in.  Factors 
like the soil depth, drainage, the amount of leaf litter, the 
degree and periods of shade, all fix the bluebell quotient.  
It’s also a fact that the presence of these flowers benefits the 
woodland: they’re a major source of nectar for bumble bees 
and hoverflies in the spring and early summer, without them 
pollination of many plant species could fail and the range of 
bird species would be reduced. 

This species reduction factor is no easy topic, though.  In the 
case of the bluebell, it’s in the shape of the Spanish variety, 
a larger, paler plant with less scent, which has escaped from 
captivity and will hybridise with the natives.  Nothing wrong 
with that, really – that’s one of the ways in which natural 
selection works, after all.  But it could be our loss if a take-
over adversely affects the broader biodiversity, for instance 
reducing the insect population even more.  In the same way 
the more recently introduced muntjac deer have an enormous 
appetite for wild flowers, particularly the bluebell.  They’re 
possibly not as bad as electricity sub-stations, however.

BEAUTIFUL BRAMLEY
Our bluebell  Hyacinthoides non-scripta  is in the same 
family as asparagus – though of course it’s poisonous to us, 
if not to deer.  The formal Latin name means something like 
“a plant that looks a bit like the ancient Greek hyacinth but 
can’t be written as such because it’s actually quite different”.  
All a bit confusing, but that’s taxonomy for you.  The name 
Hyacinth was taken from the Ancient Greek divine, a lover 
of Apollo.  His girlfriend Zephyrus became a bit miffed by 
this affair, so, being a west wind, deflected an innocently 
thrown discus to his head, with fatal result. His blood was 
transformed into the eponymous flower, and its leaves 
are spotted with Apollo’s tears looking like ‘αι αι’ which of 
course means ‘alas’.  Possibly.

One of the earliest English Herbals, from John Gerarde 
in 1597, says of the plant: The blew English Iacint is very 
common throughout all England. It hath long narrow leaves 
... loden with many blew flowers, of a strong sweet smell, 
somewhat stuffing the head … the root ful of a slimy glewish 
juice, which will serve to set feathers upon arrows ... or to 
paste books with:  whereof the best starch is made ...

So, apparently our archers at Crecy may well have had 
arrows held together with bluebell juice – apparently traces 
have been found on Bronze Age fletches.  I hope they kept 
them dry.  The stuff might be fine for bookbinding, though, 
as being mildly toxic it could discourage silver-fish and the 
like – flour paste was not good in that respect.  But I can’t 
imagine what it would have been like to have one’s ruff 
starched with it, I’d rather expect some reaction on a hot 
day. It seems that the laundresses at the time suffered skin 
irritation from the process, though it was a great commercial 
success for Elizabethan ruff makers.  This from a curiously 
named blogger of 1583, one Philip Stubbes:

“ The devil, as he in the fulnes of his malice, first invented 
these great ruffes: ... the one arch or piller wherby his 
kingdome of great ruffes is underpropped, is a certaine 
kinde of liquide matter which they call Starch, wherin the 
devill hath willed them to wash and dive his ruffes wel, 
which when they be dry, wil then stand stiffe and inflexible 
about their necks. 

It seems he, and his elder brother John, rather disapproved 
of frivolities such as starched ruffs.  Quite right, too.
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OUR COMMUNITY

The prospect of losing your mental capacity is not 
a pleasant thought.

But with the odds of one in three over-65s 
developing dementia, it is not an issue that should 
be ignored.

It’s a growing issue as according to the 
Alzheimer’s Society around 850,000 people live 
with dementia in the UK, with numbers set to rise 
to over one million by 2025. The society says this 
will soar to two million by 2051.

Many of these people will eventually reach a point 
where they can no longer make decisions for 
themselves. 

If this should happen to you, don’t think that 
members of your family can simply visit a bank 
and access your money to pay for your care, 
because they can’t, unless Lasting Powers of 
Attorney (LPA) have been set up. This is a legal 
tool that gives another adult, usually your spouse, 
partner or one or more of your children, the legal 
authority to make decisions for you, if you are 
unable to make them yourself. 

There are two types of LPA. The Property and 
Affairs LPA allows your Attorney to deal with your 
finances, such as paying your bills, collecting any 
income and benefits that you might be entitled 
to, manage investments and possibly selling your 
home should the need arise. 

The Health and Welfare LPA allows your Attorney 
to make decisions about where you might live 
and your day-to-day care and talk to medical 
professionals.  They would not be able to do so 
until you had lost mental capacity.

This may all seem a long way off and you may 
think that it does not apply to you. However, it is 
better to plan ahead because once you have lost 
mental capacity the time for you to make these 
decisions for yourself will have passed. 

If you want to decide what should happen to you if 
you were to lose mental capacity, then you ought 
to make plans now. 

Should you fail to do so, your family or friends 
would have to apply to the Court of Protection 
to become your Deputy – a Court appointed 
Attorney – which is a more time consuming and 
costly process.

For more information contact Caroline Wallis, 
Jane Erlam or Sian Lias in our Wills and Probate 
Team. Call or email Caroline on 01256 854637, 
caroline.wallis@phillips-law.co.uk; Jane on 01256 
854677; jane.erlam@phillips-law.co.uk and Sian 
on 01256 854618, sian.lias@phillips-law.co.uk.

Further information can be found by visiting 
www.phillips-law.co.uk.

Lasting 
Power of 
Attorney

Celebrations at Butter Daisy Nursery
The last few months have been very 
busy as we celebrated Valentine’s 
Day, Pancake Day, St David’s Day 
and World Book Day!

For Valentine’s Day we created 
special gifts for our loved ones. The 
children took part in lots of craft 
activities as well as making cards and 
a variety of yummy treats such as 
chocolate marshmallows, heart shaped shortbread biscuits 
and rice krispy cakes.

On Pancake Day we had pancake races in the garden using 
playdough and mini frying pans, it was lots of fun as we used 
our gross motor and balancing skills to keep the dough in the 
pan. We then tucked into real pancakes for pudding which 
the children loved decorating themselves with a selection of 
fruits and sauces. 

For St David’s Day we 
decorated our own 
Welsh flags using 
various media and 
materials such as tissue 
paper, paint, and straws. 
We looked at daffodils 
and discussed the 
process of growth and 
decay; we then made 

our own daffodil window decorations so look out for these 
on Pre-School’s window. Our mini chefs made some Welsh 
cakes too which looked and smelled delicious!

World Book Day was lots of fun! We dressed up as our 
favourite book characters and brought in books to share with 
each other. We had lots of exciting book related activities 
planned for the day and had a great time exploring them.

The children have thoroughly enjoyed their MadAcadamy 
sessions. They have provided so much fun with their music 
and movement activities utilising a wide range of musical 
genres and songs which are rich in vocabulary and varied 
in musical styles. The music is brought to life with creative 
props and we explore instruments and other sensory toys. 

If you are interested in coming to visit and meeting the 
Butter team please call us on 01256 882515 or visit our 
website for more information about all of our nurseries  
www.mydaisynursery.com  
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March at Little Apples 
This half term has been another busy one filled with fun.

We celebrated Shrove Tuesday by making and flipping 
pancakes, we then enjoyed more cooking on St David’s Day 
by making leek and potato soup to enjoy at snack time. 

In the photos we see part of our World Book Day activities 
– the children and some of the staff dressed up as their 
favourite book characters. We read Supertato and made mini 
Supertatos for craft as well as fashioning our own costumes.

We took inspiration from a favourite book “What The 
Ladybird Saw” by making our own indoor farm as we look 
out for signs of Spring. The children enjoyed some number 
fun by catching the ducklings from the pond which involved 
practising numbers and co-ordination at the same time.

It seems that almost every day is designated “World 
something day” and at Little Apples we like to take every 
opportunity for fun and learning. However, a very important 
message is that of SAFER INTERNET DAY which was on 
February 7th 2017. Keeping children safe online gets harder, 
especially as our children quickly seem to know more about 
online applications than we do. Some figures estimate that 
over 90% of two year olds have access to a tablet or play on 
parent’s phones. (Usually the last device to be subject to 
parental controls)

www.childnet.com have help for parents/supervisors of 
children of all ages and specific advice for under 5’s is also 
available.

http://www.childnet.com/blog/keeping-your-youngest-
children-safe-online

Please take time to see how we can all help keep children safe.

In line with 
government policies 
for Early Years 
Education, Little 
Apples now accepts 
all children from two 
years old, whether 
they receive funding 
or not. If you would 
like to register a 
child or pop up for a 
visit, please contact 
Jo on 886408 
or manager@
littleapples.org
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WHAT’S ON
April events at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre
To book a place, you can order online from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/
home.php ,or visit Basingstoke Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 
478670. Advance booking is strongly recommended.

Young Embroiders Club
Saturday 1 April / 10am – 12noon / Ages 
5-16 / £5 per session

Learn new skills and meet new friends

Children’s Crafts
Saturday 1 & 29 April / from 10am / Ages 
3+ / FREE

Board in the Library
Saturday 1 April / 11am - 4pm / FREE 
Wednesday 5 & 19 April / 2pm – 6pm  
/ FREE

Bring out your competitive streak with 
games like Splendour and Carcassonne. 
Or working cooperatively – try a game of 
Pandemic to help save humanity!

Drop-In Surgery  
with Local Councillor
Saturday 1 April / 2pm – 3pm

Meet your Hampshire County Councillor 
for Basingstoke Central, Criss Connnor to 
discuss local issues.

Disability Signpost Service
Tuesday 4 April / 10am - 12noon

Drop-in for information on topics 
including transport, benefits, housing  
and more.

Basingstoke Disability Connections
Tuesday 4 April / 12.30pm – 2.30pm

Informal get-together for people affected 
by disability. 

Alton Fringe Theatre presents
TS Eliot: ‘ The Love Song of J Alfred 
Prufrock’ and ‘The Waste land’

Thursday 6 April / 7.30pm – 9pm / £7.50

This is a rare opportunity to hear two of 
the 20th century’s most famous poems 
read aloud for an audience by kind 
permission of the Eliot Estate and his 
publishers, Faber and Faber. ‘The Love 
Song’ published in 1915 points the way 
to the more controversial poem, ‘The 
Waste Land’ (1922.)  The latter reflects 
Eliot’s experience of a fragmented, urban 
world in the aftermath of the First World 
War. ‘The Love Song’ will be performed 
as a monologue and then five actors will 
give voice to the many characters, ideas 
and sounds of the ‘The Waste Land.’ The 
readings will be followed by an informal 
discussion.

Refreshments available all evening.

Hearing Impaired Reading Group 
Friday 7 April / 2pm – 4pm / FREE

An opportunity to meet people in a 
similar situation round a shared interest

Discover Board Games
Saturday 8 & 22 April / 10am – 1pm / 
Ages 3+ / FREE 

Chatterbooks
Mondays 10 April / 4pm – 5pm / Ages 
8-11 / FREE

Are you a Bookaholic? 

Do you enjoy sharing ideas, making new 
friends and exploring new subjects?

Join Chatterbooks a book group aimed for 
8-11 year olds. 

Books, activities, quizzes and lots more. 

Sign up at the Information Desk in the 
library. 

Down on the Farm
Tuesday 11 April from 10am / Ages 3+ / 
FREE

A whole day of FREE activities for 
all ages: colouring / craft / LEt’sGO 
Construction and more.

See posters in the Discovery Centre for 
more details                            

Wonderful Wordsmiths
Wednesday 12 & 26 April / 4pm – 5pm / 
Ages 8 – 13 / FREE

Gain confidence in your writing and meet 
like-minded people in this friendly group

Painting for Fun 
Thursday 13 & 27 April / 2.30pm – 
4.30pm / FREE

Informal group of painters who share tips 
and conversation in Coffee shop area

Crime Fiction Reading Group
Saturday 15 April / 2pm / FREE

Meet others who share your enjoyment of 
this genre

A World of Books
Tuesday 18 April / from 10am / Ages 3+ 
/ FREE

A whole day of FREE activities for 
all ages: colouring / craft / LEt’sGO 
Construction and more.

See posters in the Discovery Centre for 
more details

Funky Fairytales
Tuesday 18 April / 2pm & 2.45pm / £1 / 
Ages 4-8

Drama, Dance & Singing Workshop

Bring your favourite fairytale characters 
to life and help the Funky Fairy rescue the 
Fairytale Story Book from the Red Queen! 
Each workshop is led by an experienced 
actor/drama teacher. All children should 
be accompanied by a responsible adult.

Creative Writing 
Monday 19 April / 2pm – 4pm / £1

New members are welcome at this 
supportive group for writers of all genres 
and ability

Note: This is the usual Wednesday Group

Poetry Group  
Wednesday 19 April / 10.30am – 12.00 
noon / £1

Read and share poetry with other like-
minded people

Be Your Own Fashion Designer
Thursday 20 April / 10am / Ages 4-16 / £3

Upcycle boring clothing into something 
with a wow factor! Under expert guidance 
use the trims, scraps and embellishments 
provided to add zing to your clothes. For 
older participants, sewing machines will 
be available to make simple alterations. So 
bring along that dull item of clothing and 
let your creativity flow!

Family Chess Coaching
Saturday 22 April / 10am – 1pm (drop-in) 
/ Free

David Graham and members of the 
Basingstoke Junior Chess Club will be 
visiting to offer hints, tips and guidance 
for complete beginners as well as to those 
with some knowledge and experience.

Visually Impaired Reading Group 
Monday 24 April / 10am – 12 noon / 
FREE

An opportunity to meet people in a 
similar situation round a shared interest

Memory Box Project
Friday 28 April / 10.30am – 12.30pm

The memory box project is an exciting 
reminiscence project open to all. Drop 
in and share some stories around the 
interesting objects on display.

StreetPass
Saturdays 29 April / 11am – 4pm / FREE

Experience a new level of social gaming 
with your Nintendo and other gaming 
consoles.
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Mondays

Badminton Village Hall

Beavers School Hall

Pilates Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 9am Brocas Hall

Music With Mummy 10.00am Village Hall

Jolly Babies 10.45am Village Hall

Stay Active As You Age Class – 
11am Brocas Hall

Cubs 6.30-8pm School Hall

Fitness league 7.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Trail Runners 7.3opm Clift Meadow car park

Tuesdays

0-5 club Clift Meadow Pavilion

Badminton Village Hall

Bell Ringing St James’s

Dance Club (Petite School) Village Hall

Karate Primary School Hall

Short Mat Bowls Village Hall

Tuesday Club St Stephen’s Hall

Pilates 9.30am Brocas Hall

Bramley Mums Walking Group 
6.50 for 7pm Clift Meadow car park

Wednesdays

1st Bramley Brownies Village Hall

Guides Village Hall

Parish Council Meetings 3rd 
Wednesday of the month Village Hall 

Rainbows Village Hall

Scouts Brocas Hall

Baby Clinic 2nd Wednesday 
9-11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

WG Pilates  9.30-10.30am Cross House

Caterpillar Music 9.45am Village Hall

Pregnancy yoga 6-7pm Cross House

Pilates 6.30pm & 8.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Clubbell yoga 7.15-8.45pm Cross House

Trail Runners 7.30pm Clift Meadow car park

HIIT/Bootcamp 7.45-8.30 School Hall

Thursdays
Bramley & Romans Floral 
Society 1st Thursday

Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall

Dance Club Primary School Hall

Dance Club (Petite) Brocas Hall

Lunch Club 2nd Thursday Cross House

Pilates St Stephen’s Hall

WI 2nd Thursday Village Hall

WI Lite 4th Thursday Village Hall

Body Tone 9am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 5.45pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

Hatha Yoga 6-7pm,  7.15-8.15pm 
& 8.30-9.30pm Cross House

Youth Club 6-8pm Brocas Hall

Modern Jive Classes 8-10.30pm Village Hall

Fridays

Hatha Yoga 9.30-10.45am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Pilates 11.30am Clift Meadow Pavilion

Perform 3.30pm Clift Meadow Pavilion

ARO Kickboxing 7.00pm Village Hall

Saturdays

Dance School Brocas Hall

Farmers market 1st Saturday Clift Meadow Pavilion

Sundays

Dinky Disco Village Hall

Stitch Together Village Hall

See page 5 for Church services at St James’s Bramley  
& St Stephen’s Little London
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Contact Details for Village Clubs and Organisations

Organisation Name Tel No Email Remarks

Parish Council Maxta Thomas 07810 692486 www.bramleypc.co.uk 
parishclerk@bramleypc.co.uk Not for bookings

Clift Meadow Eileen Gulston 881125 e.e.gulston@btinternet.com Bookings

Cross House Pam Luck 882687 crosshousebramley@gmail.com Bookings

Village Hall Catriona Hayward 07464 747779 Bookings@bvht.org.uk Bookings

School Hall Julie Francis 881339

Badminton Jane Matthews 881647

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Jodie Saunders 881113 communications@bramleyscouts.org.uk

Bell ringers Terry Cooper 881102

Bramley Mum’s  
Walking Group Julie Wilson juliebelam12@gmail.com

Bramley Out of School 
Club and Summer  
Holiday Club

Julie Belam 07711 339306 info@bramleyoutofschoolclub.com  
www.bramleyoutofschoolclub.com

Bramley Volunteer Drivers 07787 166924 Visit us on Facebook

Bramley Youth Club Chris Holland 01256 883486 cgh505935@aol.com

Brownies Suzanne Cox 07920 822221 suzanne-cox@hotmail.com Now Weds only

Caterpillar Music Jasmine McCarthy 07952 935021 jasmine.mccarthy@caterpillarmusic.com

Country Music Roy Seymour 07917 744780 No children please

Dance Club (Petite) Louise Onslow 883568

DanceXAffinity/ 
Modern Jive Chris Birch 07979 417743 info@dancexaffinity.co.uk

Dinky Disco Nikki Mills 07523072591 nikki.m.mills@hotmail.com

Exercise classes Caroline Sherlock 07845 217901 caroline@this2thisfitness.co.uk

Farmers market Jo Kemp Williams 07557412400 jo.kempwilliams@outlook.com

FLexercise Alison Howard 01256 327014 ah.fitnessleague@gmail.com                            

Floral Society Joyce Rawlinson 889040

Guides Louise Whitmarsh 01256 881125  louise_whitmarsh@hotmail.com

Hatha Yoga Jacqui Morris 07539 432228 jacqui.morris28@gmail.com

Jolly Babies Cathy Rowe 07766 931170 cborro2@btinternet.com

ARO Kickboxing Aidan Hudson 07910 054694 aidanhudsonpt@gmail.com

Little Apples Jo Whatley & Sian 
Davies 886408 manager@littleapples.org

Lunch Club Chris Woodward 884065

Music with Mummy Cathy Rowe 07766 931170 cborro2@btinternet.com

Perform Gemma Payne 07825 916496 gemmapayne@perform.org.uk

Pilates Heather Lewis 07785 254313 hsfitnessuk@mac.com

Pilates Kelly James 07789 487499 kkellyjames@aol.com

Pilates (WG Pilates) Wendy Gill 07961 102535 wendygill44@yahoo.co.uk

Royal British Legion Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516

Short Mat Bowls John & Pauline Walker 881065

St Stephen’s Hall Doreen Quilter 850394 doreen.quilter@btinternet.com Bookings

Thula mama Rebecca Cooch 07971 798945 rebecca.cooch@gmail.com

Trail Runners Richard Perkins richardperkins@yahoo.com

WI Anne Porter 881691

WI Lite Sarah Spencer k_srah@hotmail.com

Yoga Felicity Wood 07980 304590 felicitywoodyoga@gmail.com

0-5s club Laura Lamb 07766 560918 lauraslamb@gmail.com
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For all your legal needs

Victoria House, 39 Winchester Street, Basingstoke

01256 844888 www.lambbrooks.com

�

�

�

Conveyancing

Wills & Probate

Family

�

�

�

Personal Injury

Employment

Dispute Resolution

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

LINGUATASTIC offers language lessons (adults/children, 
group/private).  Tel 811100.

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering - 
Small works welcome. Call 07958 670774 - 01256 364991 
(Dave)

Moving sale have various large and small house items for 
sale- please contact for a list. 01256 883684

To advertise in the classified section and reach 2000 homes in 
and around Bramley for as little as £2 per line. Contact:  

Christine Delve - adverts@bramleymagazine.org.uk  
or visit www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk
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Suppliers & Installers of:

• Wood Flooring
• Laminate Flooring
• Underfloor Heating
• Carpets & Vinyls
• Amtico
Home Sample Service Available
Free Estimates & Expert Advice

Unit 7b Cufaude Business Park, 
Cufaude Lane, Bramley, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG26 5DL

Showroom Open Saturday 10am-1pm
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